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Dear Penny and Roe,
Please accept my appreciation for your
extraordinary generosity to the University of
Miami through the Stamps Scholars program.
These remarkable students bring a palpable
energy to the UM community, both in their
academic work and extracurricular endeavors,
and serve as role models for their peers and
others on campus.
The University takes great pride in its Stamps
Scholars and looks forward to seeing all of their
accomplishments. Thank you for your enduring
support of these young men and women.
Warm regards,

Julio Frenk
President

The University
takes great pride
in its Stamps
Scholars and
looks forward to
seeing all of their
accomplishments.

Message from the President
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Dear Penny and Roe:
Stamps Scholars at the University of Miami
continue to bring extraordinary talent,
dedication, and enthusiasm to our institution.
Your partnership enables scholars to pursue
first-rate academic programs and enrichment
opportunities. These exceptional students
are able to travel, conduct innovative research,
and showcase their musical talent. The Stamps
Scholarship is a point of pride for our University.
We are honored by your generosity to these
promising students and your confidence in our
academic initiatives. Please accept my profound
thanks for your magnificent commitment to UM
and to this outstanding group of young leaders.

The Stamps
Scholarship is
a point of pride
for our University.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. LeBlanc
Executive Vice President and Provost

Message from the Provost
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Dear Roe and Penny,
The Stamps Ensembles have become well-known
throughout higher education in music as an
exemplar for excellence and relevance.
I presented at a recent conference for the
leaders of 200 music schools. Upon seeing a
brief video of the Stamps String Quartet, the
dean of a “top five” music school remarked to
me about the stunning quality of these sophomore
students. The Stamps Ensemble Program has risen
all boats for the Frost School, and been key in a
precipitous rise in overall performance quality. I am
ever grateful for your partnership in transforming
our school, and the training of tomorrow’s musical
leaders.
Warm regards,

Shelton G. Berg
Dean - Patricia L. Frost Professor of Music

I am ever
grateful for your
partnership in
transforming
our school, and
the training
of tomorrow’s
musical leaders.

Message from the Dean
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Lasse
Bjerknaes-Jacobsen

A

t University of Miami I was awarded The Stamps Brass

soloist at festivals in Elverum in 2009 and the Bergen International

Quintet Scholarship in 2012. I was awarded the Dream

Festival 2010.

Scholarship (Ski County) for 2009. I have also received scholarships
from the Ad Astra/Askim Bank in 2008, Barratt
Dues friends’ organization 2010 and the
Norwegian Band Federation (NMF)
in 2010 (which was used for a
3-week music course in the USA).
I have won the Oslo – and Akershus championship for soloists
four times in a row in different classes, placed 2nd in the Norwegian
championship and placed 3rd and 4th in the soloist class in the
same competition. I received 1st prize in the Norwegian Youth Music
Championship UMM competition in October 2011.

Without you, I would not have had
the opportunity to meet all of these
incredible and amazing people that
have supported me and motivated
me through these four years.

Barratt Due Institute of Music,

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,

Norwegian Art Schools, Oppegård

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU once again for all the support you have given me through the

Wind Band, Sofiemyr band,

past four years here at Frost School of Music, University of Miami. Without you, I would not have

Sagene Wind Band and the Oslo

had the opportunity to meet all of these incredible and amazing people that have supported me

Jazz Festival have given me the

and motivated me through these four years. We, The Stamps Brass Quintet, had the pleasure of

opportunity to be a soloist on

visiting The Atlantic Brass Quintet Seminar in Boston this summer. We had a wonderful time with

many occasions both at home

the entire faculty and especially their guest artist, our friend and coach – Sam Pilafian. We have

and abroad. I’ve been a soloist

had the opportunity to perform with Boston Brass on stage and now we are lucky to have Brass

in Sweden, England, Germany and China (the concert hall in the

Quintet music written for us by composer Scott Stinson, which will be

Forbidden City, Beijing) and with ensembles/orchestras such as

performed in spring of 2016. I am enjoying my senior year here at

Ytre Suløens jazz ensemble, Nordic Brass Ensemble (2 times) and

Frost School of Music and I have many stories to tell and a lot of

His Majesty the King’s Guard (4 times). I have participated as a

great memories that will last a lifetime. Thank you for all your
support and for being the incredible people you are.

Stamps Brass Quintet
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Samuel
Exline

T

rumpeter Sam Exline hails from
Meridian, Idaho, which is

located just outside of the capital,
Boise, Idaho. Sam’s aspirations to become
a professional trumpeter started very young, as soon as he picked
up the instrument at the tender age of 6. In recent years, Sam’s
childhood dream led him to pursue the path to make a career as an
orchestra musician. Sam now attends the University of Miami and
studies with former principal trumpet of the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, Craig Morris. He is also currently a member of the
University of Miami Frost Symphony Orchestra directed by Thomas
Sleeper. Sam has participated in numerous prestigious music
festivals and seminars throughout his musical career including the
Pierre Monteux School for Conductors and Orchestral Musicians, the

Your generous award has allowed
me to pursue fully my dream of
becoming a professional orchestral
trumpet player...

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,

Banff Brass and Drum Residency,

THIS FALL COMMENCES my senior year at the University of Miami

the Rafael Mendez Brass Institute

as a trumpet performance major in the Phillip and Patricia

(where he was a co-winner of the

Frost School of Music. It is crazy to think that this is my

orchestral excerpts mock audition

last year at this amazing school and nearing the end of my

contest), the Atlantic Brass

undergraduate journey. Your generous award has allowed

Quintet Seminar, the Chosen Vale

me to pursue fully my dream of becoming a professional

Trumpet Seminar, the Kennedy Center’s National Symphony Orchestra

orchestral trumpet player by attending this top-notch

Summer Music Institute, and the Interlochen Summer Arts Camp

university and music program. In this last year I plan on taking

Orchestra.

full advantage of every opportunity that comes my way and to make it
the best year yet. The University of Miami has been such a wonderful place to attend school, and
I have not only grown as a musician but even more importantly as a person. You have my sincere
thanks Mr. and Mrs. Stamps. I can’t wait to see where the future will take me.

Stamps Brass Quintet
14

n

Stamps Scholars 2015-2016

n

University of Miami

Sincerely,
Sam Exline

Stamps Family Charitable Foundation

n

University of Miami

n

15

Christopher
Jones

C

performed with the Frost School of Music’s XJB Jazz Band, and
performs during the summer and has been featured in the

hristopher Jones is a junior majoring in Instrumental
Performance in trombone at the Frost School of

Northside Jazz Orchestra in Fishers, Indiana.
In addition to his musical interests, Chris also excels

Music where he is a Stamps Distinguished Ensemble Scholar

academically. In 2008, Chris applied for and was selected

and a member of the Stamps Brass Quintet. Born and raised

as a Caroline D. Bradley Scholars in the country. He was

in Indianapolis, Indiana, Chris moved to Coral Gables to study

2013 Indiana Academic All-Star and 2013 National Merit

trombone with Tim Conner.
In 2013, Chris was awarded the Ray Cramer Scholarship
by the Indiana Bandmasters Association. At the Frost School
of Music, Chris has performed with the Frost Trombone
Choir and Brass Choir as well as the Frost Symphonic Winds,

From spending two weeks in Boston
at the Atlantic Brass Seminar to
performing in Festival Miami with the
Boston Brass, the Stamps program
has given me the experience of a
lifetime.

also valedictorian of his high school class, as well as a

Wind Ensemble, and Symphony
Orchestra. Chris traveled with
the Frost Symphonic Winds to

Finalist. Chris is also a mentor in the Frost Music Reach
2-on-1 program, in which he teaches private lessons
to middle school through high school students
in the community. Chris is pursuing a minor in
Psychology from the College of Arts and Sciences
at the University of Miami.
Outside of his studies, Chris enjoys running,

Jacksonville, Florida in February

playing Ultimate Frisbee, basketball, playing video

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,

2014 where they performed at

games, improv acting, and listening to and writing

THROUGHOUT THE LAST YEAR in which I have been a member of the Stamps Brass Quintet at

the CBDNA conference. In the

music.

the Frost School of Music, I have grown as a musician at a fantastic rate. Thanks to my incredibly

summer of 2014, Chris worked

talented friends in the ensemble as well as the unbelievable opportunities we’ve been offered as

and performed at the International

a Stamps ensemble, I am playing at a level I didn’t think was possible for me just a year ago. From

Trombone Festival at the Eastman

spending two weeks in Boston at the Atlantic Brass Seminar to

School of Music in Rochester, New York. This past summer, Chris

performing in Festival Miami with the Boston Brass, the Stamps

attended the Sewanee Summer Music Festival in Sewanee, Tennessee

program has given me the experience of a lifetime. From the

where he performed orchestral repertoire with other musicians from

bottom of my heart, thank you so much for making this all

across the country. He also traveled with the rest of the Stamps Brass

possible. Because of your selfless support, my life has been

Quintet to Boston to attend the 2015 Atlantic Brass Quintet Seminar.

changed forever, and I can’t wait to use the blessings you have

In addition to his classical studies, Chris enjoys playing jazz. He has

bestowed upon me to create a positive difference in my life and
career.

Stamps Brass Quintet
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Joshua
Schwartz

J

osh Schwartz is a senior at the Frost School of
Music where he studies with Richard Todd and is

a member of the Stamps Brass Quintet (SBQ).
At Frost, Josh performs as principal and section
horn in the Frost Symphony Orchestra and Wind
Ensemble and has performed as an extra with
the acclaimed Studio and Concert Jazz Bands.
A recipient of a plethora of awards and
accolades, Josh has been a semi-finalist for
the New World Symphony in 2014 and 2015, a winner of the

I have been able to pursue my
childhood dream of becoming
a professional musician,
unperturbed by the fetters of
crushing student debt.

same orchestra’s Young Artist Concerto
Competition while in high school, as well as
a 2014 winner of the Jan and Beattie Wood
Concerto Competition at the Brevard Music

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,

Center. Josh has twice participated in the

I am reaching the midpoint of my senior year as a Stamps Music Ensemble Scholar. Looking

Brevard Music Festival and has frequently

back, the experiences I have had are vast! I have played alongside famed ensembles, studied

attended the Marrowstone Music Festival in

from renowned pedagogues, developed new passions, learned much

Bellingham, Washington where he studied

about myself, and have been lucky enough to have made many

with Dale Clevenger and Alice Render.
As a member of the SBQ, Josh has attended the Banff Brass and

lifelong friends. Most importantly, I have been able to pursue
my childhood dream of becoming a professional musician,

Drum Residency and the Atlantic Brass Seminar, and has participated

unperturbed by the fetters of crushing student debt. All of this

in masterclasses with members of the Boston Brass, Spanish Brass,

has been possible because of your magnanimous support and

Empire Brass, among many others. His other teachers include

vision! If it were not for the Stamps Foundation, I am not sure

Alexander Kienle, Myrna Meeroff, and his father, Gary Schwartz.

I would be studying music. What you have done for me and my
colleagues is nothing short of heroic. For this, I deeply thank you.
Sincerely,

Stamps Brass Quintet
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James Aidan
Zimmermann

A

Dear Roe and Penny Stamps,
My name is Aidan Zimmermann. Currently I am going to be a senior at the University of Miami
studying tuba performance. Originally, I am from Houston, Texas. I am one of the members of the
Stamps Brass Quintet, and though I play with other groups at UM, the Stamps Brass Quintet is
hands down the best part of my college experience.
I started playing tuba my freshman year of high school. The only reason I joined band was

idan Zimmermann began his tuba

to please my parents and practicing an instrument demonstrated my

studies with Jason Harvey at the

work ethic. However, I initially never practiced and only made it

age of 14. Also studying with Dave Kirk, Aidan

into a band because my school needed tuba players. This would

was a member of the Houston Youth Symphony,

all change when I met a horn player named Hannah. She was

Texas All-State Orchestra, Texas Music Festival, and

hands down the best french horn player in the Houston area

attended American Festival for the Arts. Currently,

and maybe in Texas. I met her through a small church event,

he is pursuing an undergraduate degree in tuba

and fell in love with her instantly, but I knew I would never

performance at the University of Miami where he

see her again—unless I reached her level of musicianship. So I

has studied privately with Sam Pilafian, Aaron Tindall,

practiced everyday. It was the only way I thought I could see her

and Velvet Brown.

again. Over the next two years, I became one of the best tuba players

At Miami, he is a member of the Stamps Brass
Quintet, a prestigious undergraduate ensemble that

I play with other groups at UM, the
Stamps Brass Quintet is hands down
the best part of my college experience.

I even quit playing football and running track. By the time I got to her level, she had moved

receives full-

across the country. Over those three years I became the best player in the state, but I still never

tuition scholarship

got to play in the same ensemble as Hannah.

with room and board. He
also performs with the Frost
Symphony Orchestra and

Wind Ensemble at Miami. As a soloist, Aidan has been a finalist in the
Houston Young Artist Concerto Competition and the Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Concerto Competition.

in Texas. I sought help from every professional in the area to try and get an edge on my playing.

Years later I find myself majoring in tuba with the best tuba teacher
in the country having the best scholarship in the country. I can
never find the words to sum up my gratitude. I cannot say for
certain what the future holds for me, but I am optimistic
for whatever career I choose. I used to practice to be with
Hannah, but now I practice for myself because playing
tuba is the greatest passion I have in my life.
Thank you for providing me with the opportunity
to do what I love.
All the Best,
J. Aidan Zimmermann

Stamps Brass Quintet
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Robert
Bruya

B

ob Bruya, bass, is majoring in Studio Music
and Jazz at the Frost School of Music where

he is a Stamps Distinguished Ensemble Scholar and
a member of the Stamps Jazz Quintet, Class of 2017,
coached by faculty mentor Chuck Bergeron.
He studies bass privately with Donald
Coffman and Chuck Bergeron. Hailing
from Ellensburg, Washington, Bob is
involved in many side projects outside of
his schooling, including bands Centaur
Midwife, Great Barrier, and Mind-Confusion.
In high school he received honors such as

Without your scholarship I wouldn’t
even be in Miami most likely... And
the weather isn’t bad either!

Principal Bass
of the Washington All-State Youth

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,

Orchestra and being selected

THANKS TO YOU, the Stamps Jazz Quintet has been able to make music for the past five semesters

as the Grammy Jazz Session Big

at Frost. This group has been an extremely valuable learning experience in my life thus far and I

Band (Grammy Band) bassist

will draw upon what I’ve learned in the quintet for the rest of my life.

his senior year. Bob has studied privately with Jon Hamar and Kara

Your donations help the Frost School of Music achieve its

Hunnicutt in the past and has enjoyed working with artists such as

potential. Your generosity helps bring in incredible talent that

Christian McBride, Jeff Watts, and Gonzolo Rubalcaba while at Frost.

not only helps the school, but creates a thriving music scene
in Miami. Having the chance to work frequently in this
scene in Miami has been a great learning experience for
me. Without your scholarship I wouldn’t even be in Miami
most likely... And the weather isn’t bad either!
From the bottom of my heart, thanks again for
everything.

Stamps Jazz Quintet
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Bob Bruya
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Samuel
Hart

S

With the Stamps Quintet Sam has gotten many performance
opportunities. They opened for Christian McBride in Gusman Hall

am Hart, alto saxophone, is majoring

on campus as well as opening for Dafnis Prieto later in the year. The

in Instrumental Performance at the Frost School

quintet also played at the Miami Nice Jazz Festival opening up for

of Music where he is a Stamps Distinguished Ensemble

Gregory Porter. The group traveled to New Orleans in March 2014 to

Scholar and a member of the Stamps Jazz Quintet, Class

play and compete in the Crescent City Jazz Festival and each member

of 2017, coached by faculty mentor Chuck Bergeron. Sam

of the band won soloist awards. Sam is now in his junior year at the

grew up in New City, New York. A high achiever both

Frost School of Music.

academically and musically, he is currently studying
saxophone privately with Gary Keller.
During the summer of 2013, Sam toured the
northeast and Canada with The Next Generation
Jazz Orchestra and performed at the Monterey Jazz
Festival with Joe Lovano. He was the 2013 finalist
for YoungArts and one of seven jazz musicians
chosen from 10,000 national applicants to participate in
performances, master classes and various events in the Miami area.

This scholarship means the world
to me. I am able to go to school and
do what I absolutely love, all thanks
to your efforts.

In May 2013 he performed in a
collaborative event produced and
directed by Mikhail Baryshnikov

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,

through YoungArts NY and has

I CANNOT THANK YOU ENOUGH for your investment in my career and my life. This scholarship

been a member of the High

means the world to me because it has provided me with the ability to attend the Frost School of

School Grammy Jazz Band for

Music. The Stamps Scholarship has also provided me with the ability to do what I love, a career in

two years. Sam has performed with jazz greats including Joe Lovano,

music. The Stamps Jazz Quintet and I had a great time playing for you

Chick Corea, Phil Woods, Arturo O’Farrill, John Hart, Jimmy Heath, Billy

at your house, it was definitely one of the highlights of last year!

Hart, Christian McBride, Onaje Gumbs, Jon Davis, Jon Gordon, Jim

We have grown immensely over this past two years and we are

McNeely, Brian Lynch, and Wycliffe Gordon.

all very excited for what is in store for the future. Thank you for
making this all happen.

Stamps Jazz Quintet
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Aidan
Lombard

C

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,
I WANT TO THANK YOU for your continued support of myself and the Stamps Scholars around
the country. It is an incredible gift and privilege to play music for a living, and I cannot imagine
myself doing anything else more fulfilling. Thanks to your support, I am able to dedicate every
day to improving my craft and develop as an artist and a person. At the Frost School of Music
I have the opportunity to play with other serious musicians, have access to world class faculty

urrently 20 years old, Aidan Lombard was born in

has performed with Chick Corea, Stanely Clarke, Terence Blanchard,

and receive instruction that keeps me focused on my dreams and goals. When other aspects of

Washington DC and grew up in the suburbs of Chicago.

Christian McBride, Brian Lynch, John Fedchock, Wycliffe Gordon, Lage

my life become difficult or stressful, playing in the Stamps ensemble

Lund, Ndugu Chancelor, Arturo Sandoval and many more.

and studying with my private teacher give the stress relief I need

He began playing trumpet in school when he was 9. Now, he is a
jazz performance student at the University of Miami, Frost School

every week to stay motivated. Earning a degree is one of the

of Music, and a member of the Stamps Jazz Quintet. He currently

most important things I can do for my future, and being

studies with Brian Lynch, an alumnus of Art

able to do that without being bombarded with debt will

Blakey and Horace Silver’s legendary

make my life infinitely less complicated. It will allow me

bands. In 2014, Aidan was the

to focus on playing the music I actually want to play in

youngest of only 12 semifinalists

the beginning of my career, rather than doing whatever I

in the prestigious 2014 Thelonious Monk

need to do to make money.

International Jazz Competition. In 2012, he was one of two trumpeters

I don’t think I will be able to fully see the magnitude of

to participate in the Vail Jazz Workshop, where he studied with Terrell

the opportunity you’ve given me until much later; however,

Stafford and performed at the Vail Jazz Festival. He held the Solo

I realize that my success thus far has been a direct result of the

Jazz Chair in the Grammy Jazz Orchestra in 2013 where he attended

privileges and opportunities to learn and grow that have been presented

the Grammy awards and played at the official Grammy after party. In

to me, the most important of which, is undoubtedly my college education. I can only

It is my dream to have half the
positive effect on anyone that
you have had on me and so
many others.

addition, he played in the 2013 Jazz Band of
America. Aidan also attended the 2014 Banff
International Workshop in Jazz & Creative
Music, where the trumpet faculty included
Nicholas Payton and Ambrose Akinmusire.
Most recently, Aidan was one of five finalists

in the Carmine Caruso International Jazz Trumpet Competition. Aidan

hope that the gratitude I have is evident in this letter as well as
how I carry myself day-to-day in my interactions with others.
I hope you are well and I look forward to seeing and
playing for you soon.
All the best,
Aidan Lombard

has performed at many critically acclaimed Jazz clubs and festivals
across the country, including venues in Chicago, LA, Monterey,
Atlanta, Washington DC, Baltimore, New Orleans and Miami. He

Stamps Jazz Quintet
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Marcelo
Perez

M

arcelo Perez is a 20 year-old drummer born and raised
in the San Francisco Bay Area. He started his music

education with the Berkeley High Jazz Ensemble and continued
study through prestigious jazz education programs in the bay
area including SFJAZZ and the Berkeley Jazzschool. In 2013 he was
selected as a finalist with the National Young Arts Foundation where
he got the opportunity to create music with the top young musicians
in the country. He has shared the stage with Gonzalo Rubalcaba,
Mark Ferber, Joey Defrancesco, Christian McBride, Mark Turner,

I would most likely not be able to
afford going to a four-year university
if it weren’t for your support.

Wycliffe Gordon, John Fedchock,
and Gregory Porter among others.
He has played with a multitude
of groups around the country
and internationally. Currently

attending the University of Miami he plays in the top ensembles
including the Concert Jazz Band.

Penny and Roe Stamps,
THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH Penny and Roe Stamps for funding my education. I would most
likely not be able to afford going to a four-year university if it weren’t for your support. The time
so far has been the most challenging of my life. However, this challenge has allowed to me
grow both as a person as well as a musician. This junior year has
been the best of my career here at University of Miami, and things
are going very well for me. I wish you very well and hope you
have a fruitful life of happiness. Generosity is the best way
to achieve happiness, and I admire your tremendous example.
I look forward to the next time we see each other.

Stamps Jazz Quintet
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Quinn
Sengupta

Q

uinn Sengupta – From Evanston, Illinois, Quinn

include Bob Cranshaw, Rodney Whittaker, Peter Erskine,

has been playing piano since age 7. Starting

Randy Brecker, Stephan Harris, Kenny Baron, Christian

by studying classical piano, Quinn began to

McBride, Fred Hersch, and many more. Quinn has also

participate in music competitions not long

performed extensively throughout Chicago at such

after. He earned his first blue ribbon from the

venues as the Jazz Showcase, Andy’s, Symphony Center,

Northwestern Festival at age 9, and then

Ravinia, and more.

for seven more consecutive years. After
beginning to explore jazz in middle school, he
started studying jazz piano with Joan Hickey
at age 14. Quinn placed first in the All-State
honors jazz combo two years in a row at the Illinois
All-State Jazz Festival, and was also named an Outstanding
Soloist at the Evanston Jazz Festival four years running.

Your scholarship has not only allowed
me to come to University of Miami,
but has also made my experience
here more enriching and stimulating,
as well as overall more enjoyable.

In 2012, he attended the

Dear Penny & Roe Stamps,

Brubeck Summer Jazz Colony,

AS A STAMPS SCHOLAR, I can’t thank you enough for your generosity. Your scholarship

a highly selective summer

has not only allowed me to come to University of Miami, but has also made my

jazz program in which only 18

experience here more enriching and stimulating, as well as

students are chosen nationwide.

overall more enjoyable. I feel like all of us in the jazz quintet

During his senior year of high

have great chemistry musically as well as socially, and I

school, Quinn was a 2013 Young

can tell that we are getting better, both individually as

Arts Foundation award winner,

well as collectively. No other music school can claim

and received the Quincy Jones Award for contributions and creativity

to have anything like the opportunity you have given

in multiple areas of music. Quinn was a three-year member of the

us. Once again, I am extremely grateful, and can’t

Interlochen Arts Camp Top Combo and was a 2012 Interlochen Fine

wait to play for you at the Stamps concert!

Arts Award recipient. Some artists he has worked and played with

Thanks again.
Best regards,

Stamps Jazz Quintet
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Sara
Arévalo

S

Dear Mr. And Mrs. Stamps,
MY NAME IS SARA ARÉVALO and I am a new addition to the
Stamps String Quartet Class of 2018. As this is my formal
introduction to you I know I’m not familiar to you yet,
but I hope that we will soon become better acquainted.
I cannot find fitting words to express my gratitude for

ara Arévalo, violin, is majoring in Instrumental Performance

and Miami Chamber Orchestra (MCO). As a member of

this scholarship. Never had I thought I would receive

at the University of Miami Frost School of Music where

MCO, she became part of their distinguished quartet-in-

an opportunity like this – to study what I love, free of

residence, giving recitals with the orchestra in locations

economic worry and on top of that, be encouraged to

she is a Stamps Music Scholar and a member of the Stamps String
Quartet, Class of 2018, coached by Professor Ross Harbaugh.
She studies privately with Frost faculty violin artist Scott Flavin,
concertmaster of the Florida Grand Opera.
Miami native Sara Arévalo began studying piano at

throughout South Florida.
As a student at Coral Reef Senior High, Miami’s mega magnet,
Ms. Arévalo was concertmaster of Concert, Symphony, and
Chamber Orchestra, under the tutelage of Alan Hudson and

push boundaries. Amidst all the turbulence in the world
music is a haven, a fundamental essence to being human that
has been overlooked the past few decades. It is because of you that I
am able to dedicate myself fully in this venture.

the age of seven and wielded her first violin two years

Dr. Lee Stone. In the 12th grade, Ms. Arévalo conducted the

I was born and raised in Miami, FL as a first generation American. My mother is Dominican

later – all it took was one squeak of the bow and she was

Chamber Orchestra for FMEA’s District and State Evaluation,

and my father is Colombian. It’s safe to say there’s been quite a bit of Hispanic influence in my

hooked. Throughout her years, she has participated

receiving a superior rating in both performances. She has

upbringing. My family instilled me with the virtues of honesty, faithfulness, and commitment

in various audition-based regional orchestras

collaborated with conductors that include Grant Cooper, Thomas

which are the defining core values of my life. Now I have the opportunity, as a member of

including All-State and Honors Orchestra. She

Sleeper, Gerard Schwarz, and Michael Tilson Thomas. Her past

this quartet, to develop within a tight nucleus of complex relationships. We have to be able to

has performed with the Miami Music Project

mentors and instructors are Hipolito Javier, Guangshu Song,

as associate concertmaster at the John S. and

Shawn Weil, Randall Weiss, and Isabel Trautwein. Aside from

James L. Knight Concert Hall in Downtown Miami;

Never had I thought I would receive
an opportunity like this – to study
what I love, free of economic worry
and on top of that, be encouraged
to push boundaries.

and with the New
World Symphony as a Side-bySide participant at the New World
Center in Miami Beach. As part
of her summer studies, Sara
was awarded a full scholarship
to the Eastern Music Festival in
Greensboro, North Carolina.

Ms. Arévalo has also been actively involved with chamber music
in her community through the Miami Youth for Chamber Music

performing, Sara enjoys spending time with her Pomeranian and
chicken, kayaking, and making coffee.

function together, communicate our ideas effectively and
to perform some of the greatest repertoire written for
our instruments. I’m eager to share with you our
growth as an ensemble.
I cannot anticipate what the end of
this journey of self-development and
discovery will be, but I know I will take
advantage of all the doors open to
me. As a testament to your family, I’m
committed to giving my best without
reserve.
Many thanks,
Sara Arévalo
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Jacques
Gadway

J

quartet at the NSO-SMI performed for a congressional reception in
the Kennedy Caucus Room on Capitol Hill.

acques Gadway started violin at age four while living in Southern

In his free time, Jacques likes to improvise on both violin and

Illinois. He later moved to Homestead, Florida with his family and

piano, play basketball and tennis with his friends and

began playing in school and youth orchestras throughout the region.
Gadway graduated from Coral Reef Senior High in Miami, Florida
where he was the concertmaster of both the Chamber and Symphony

brothers, and compose music.
The Stamps Family Charitable Foundation and the
Frost School of Music selected Jacques Gadway for

Orchestras under the batons of Alan Hudson and Dr. Lee Stone. He

the prestigious Stamps String Quartet program based on

was also concertmaster of the String Orchestra of the Greater

his academic and musical excellence. The quartet receives

Miami Youth Symphony, a member of the Young Musicians’

full undergraduate scholarships, free tuition, plus room

Orchestra of Coral Gables Congregational Church, and

and board for all four years of enrollment at Frost. They

concertmaster of Miami Strings Project. Under the guidance

rehearse and perform classic and contemporary string

of his former violin teacher Miriam Stern, he earned the

quartet repertoire throughout the year, and explore a variety

opportunity to play with other young musicians from

of cross genre pieces and new works created especially for the

around the state in All-State Orchestras, which he

ensemble. They also participate in private coaching sessions

attended annually beginning in the seventh grade.

with string masters, engage in leadership training, and perform

In 11th grade, he was selected as concertmaster of the

Given the opportunity to work with
such fine musicians under such fine
instructors, I am able to truly focus
on my art and my skills.

Florida All-State 11th and 12th

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,

together at festivals and workshops during the summer months.

I COULD NOT HAVE PREDICTED the amount of discoveries I would make in my freshman year.

This summer, the stamps quartet went to Buffalo, NY to attend the

With the Quartet, I have become a better musician, a better violinist and a better person. Together

Grade Symphony Orchestra

Castleman Quartet Program, in which they studied and performed

we have already tackled some serious repertoire such as the Barber String Quartet, Bartok String

under the direction of Dr. William

Bartok’s String Quartet No. 1.

Quartet No. 1 and the Brahms No. 1 String Quartet. Over the summer we went to the Castleman

LaRue Jones. In addition, he

String Quartet Program in Buffalo, New York where we were able to study with some of the finest

was awarded full scholarships

chamber musicians. Given the opportunity to work with such fine musicians under such fine

to summer programs such as

instructors, I am able to truly focus on my art and my skills.

the Young Musicians Camp at the University of Miami; the Eastern

Thanks to you, I can focus solely on the investments that I can

Music Festival in Greensboro, North Carolina; and the four-week

make on myself as a player and an artist without having to

National Symphony Orchestra Summer Music Institute (NSO-SMI) at

worry about finances. I cannot thank you both enough for the

the Kennedy Center for Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. His string

endless opportunities I now have and the enormous growth I
will continue to make.
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Sarah
Huesman

S

arah Huesman, cello, is majoring
in Instrumental Performance at the

Huesman’s summer studies and festival experiences have
included participation in the Brevard Music Festival, Green Mountain

University of Miami Frost School of Music

Chamber Music Festival, and the Meadowmount School of Music.

where she is a Stamps Music Scholar and

More recently she attended the International Music Festival of the

a member of the Stamps String Quartet, Class of

Adriatic (IMFA) in Duino, Italy in June 2014 and the Castleman Quartet

2018, coached by faculty mentor and Frost Professor

Progam in July 2015.

of Music Ross Harbaugh. She also studies
privately with Professor Harbaugh.
Sarah Huesman is originally from WinstonSalem, North Carolina, where she began her
studies. While attending high school at the UNC
School of the Arts, Sarah was a member of the Jia
String Quartet, semi-finalist at the 2013 Fischoff
National Chamber Music Competition in South Bend,
Indiana, and studied with faculty artist, Brooks

Your extreme generosity and love for
the arts is very apparent, and without
your aid I wouldn’t have been able to
attend such a special school.

Whitehouse.
Sarah Huesman

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,
MY NAME IS SARAH HUESMAN, I am the cellist in the Stamps String Quartet. I am a sophomore
this year, and still very excited to call UM my home. This past summer the quartet attended the
Castleman String Quartet Program at SUNY Fredonia. This was our first summer experience
together, and was filled with excitement, passion, and dedication.
This beneficial experience wouldn’t have been possible without your

earned accolades in a number of

support. We had such an incredible experience and learned so much

music competitions including 1st

from each other in addition to the world-renowned faculty. This

Place in the 2012 Psi Phi Regional

opportunity increased level of artistry, creativity, and dedication and

Talent Search; 1st Place in the

we have been able to apply what we have learned in our ensemble at

2013 Music Academy of North

school. Your extreme generosity and love for the arts is very apparent,

Carolina String Competition; 1st Place in the Junior Division of the

and without your aid I wouldn’t have been able to attend such a

2014 NC Chapter of the American String Teachers Association (ASTA);

special school. I am very grateful for this amazing opportunity to study music, thank you so

and 3rd Place in the 2014 Peter Perret Youth Talent Search.

much! My career as a musician is starting now, and I’m looking forward to all of the growth that
will take place over the next few years in the Stamps String Quartet.
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Thomas
Johnson

Dear Roe and Penny Stamps,
THANKSGIVING IS UPON US, and this time of year is the best time to show gratitude to those that
have made a significant impact on our lives. Of course, when it concerns my life in particular,
the people to whom I am most grateful is the Stamps family, for so graciously providing me

T

with the Stamps Scholarship. Four years ago, my parents

a performer. Now at 21, Thomas is an eager student, training

well-known in this day and age that this is no easy, if not

under the tutelage of Karen Lord-Powell. He has had many

sometimes impossible task, and burdens many people in

influences to his violin playing, having first studied under

my generation. It is because of the Stamps family that I am

Dawn Penell, and then eventually moving on to studying

not only able to attend college, but attend none other than

with Yuly Ilyasvhov. His major influences are primarily

the University of Miami in Coral Gables, Florida. Because

European-based performers. Thomas’ experiences

of the limitless opportunities this scholarship has allowed

include studying at the Illinois Summer Youth

me, I am able to put my focus into my musical studies,

Music camp for three years, the Innsbrook Summer

ensuring that I come out of my undergraduate studies debt-free. This will allow me to continue to

Music Festival in St. Louis, and most recently, the

pursue further musical education. It is because of this scholarship that I have had the immense

Castleman Quartet Program at SUNY Fredonia in the

honor and pleasure to work alongside three other wonderful musicians of the highest caliber. I

told me the money they had been saving for my college

homas Johnson started playing the violin at 8, and from the

tuition had gone to my violin lessons, and that it was

moment he picked up the violin, he knew that he wanted to be

primarily up to me to pay for my college expenses. It is

summer of 2015.

have been able to travel to the Castleman Quartet Program in
order to enrich the relationship I have with my quartet,

Because of the limitless opportunities this scholarship
has allowed me, I am able to put my focus into my
musical studies, ensuring that I come out of my
undergraduate debt-free and free to continue to
pursue further education.

and continue to hone and perfect the sound that
all performers crave to have. Without this
scholarship, I very highly doubt that I would
have been able to be as musically educated
as I am now. Words fail to express the
gratitude that I feel towards the Stamps
Family for allowing me this honor.
Thank you very much for your beautiful
humanity,
Thomas Johnson
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Muireann
Lemus

M

uireann Lemus is majoring in viola performance
at the University of Miami Frost School of

Music as a member of the Stamps String Quartet. She
is currently studying under the direction of Pamela
McConnell. Previously, she had studied with Daniela
Gongora; David Rubinstein at the New England
Conservatory; and Alexey Shabalin of the Rhode
Island Philharmonic Orchestra, instructor at
Rhode Island College, Providence College and
the Rhode Island Philharmonic Music School.
She has also participated in masterclasses
with cellist Yo-Yo Ma.
Starting in middle school and continuing
throughout high school, she played with the Rhode Island
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra and the Ocean State Youth Orchestra

Being a Stamps Scholar in
the Stamps String Quartet
at the University of Miami
has been one of the most
extraordinary experiences
I have ever been a part of.

in addition to her annual participation in the Rhode

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,
MY NAME IS MUIREANN LEMUS and I’d like to thank you
so much for your generous scholarship. Thanks to you, not
only do I not have to worry about the years of paying back
student loans which so many of my peers are unfortunately
forced to do, but you are also providing me with an amazing
opportunity. Being a Stamps Scholar in the Stamps String
Quartet at the University of Miami has been one of the most

Island junior and senior All-State orchestras. She has

extraordinary experiences I have ever been a part of. Your

also participated in the chamber ensemble program at

generous funding is allowing me to take part in so many

the Rhode Island Philharmonic Music School. She was

different opportunities that I would otherwise never be exposed to. For example, this past

selected to attend the Sphinx Performance Academy

summer, my quartet and I were able to attend the Castleman Quartet Program for three weeks in

summer music festival for several years before

upstate New York and were trained to become better musicians.

participating in the Castleman Quartet Program.

At the University of Miami, I receive a high quality education, but thanks to the funding from
your scholarship, my education is taken to the next level with all the different opportunities made
available to me. By the time I graduate, I will be able to experience the many wonderful benefits
and unique experiences which I am graciously provided by with your support. Thank you so
much for allowing my college experience to be so valuable and rewarding.
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Alyssa
Mena

A

To Penny and Roe Stamps,
THANK YOU FOR PROVIDING ME WITH THE OPPORTUNITY of a lifetime--one that I otherwise
would not have been able to afford, coming from a lower income family. Your generosity has
gifted me with a world-class education to pursue the career of my dreams. This scholarship has
provided me with the resources I need to have a career as a flutist. You have made it possible for
me to study with the high caliber of faculty at the Frost School of Music.

lyssa Mena, flute, is majoring in Instrumental Performance

The experiences I will have in the Stamps Ensembles will enable

at the University of Miami Frost School of Music where she

me to have a successful future, as well as a platform to shape

is a Stamps Distinguished Ensemble Scholar and a member of the
Stamps Woodwind Quintet, Class of 2019, coached by faculty

the Stamps Woodwind Quintet at the Frost School are

Trudy Kane. A native of Miami, Florida, Mena started to play flute at

indeed irrefutably honored. You have provided the

age 11. She attended New World School of the Arts for High School,

resources for Frost to create the dream team, and for our

studying privately with Suzan DeGooyer, and served as principal chair

quintet to become more than just a group of musicians,

from freshman year on. She also participated in the Florida All-State

but rather a close-knit family. This family is incredible, full

Band and Wind Symphony as well as the Miami Music Project Honors

of talent with the ability to impact music and create art. I am

Orchestra where she was principal flute and piccolo for 3 years.

surrounded by some of the most talented, young musicians of my

the Interlochen Center for the Arts in the summer of 2013, studying
with Jill Heyboer, Virginia Crabtree and Christopher Chaffee. In

You have provided the resources for
Frost to create the dream team, and
for our quintet to become more than
just a group of musicians, but rather
a close-knit family.

2014, she was one of the featured

my dreams and reach heights that I could have only
that awaits me because of this unbelievable

Competition winners’ concert. That
same year, Mena also performed
as a soloist with the NWSA Wind
Ensemble where she performed Joel
Puckett’s The Shadow of Sirius. In

Stamps Woodwind Quintet
University of Miami

encompass how I truly feel. Your gift has allowed me to follow

Symphony Orchestra Concerto

winner in Classical Flute.

n

To say that your gift has changed my life is an understatement. I am at a loss of words that can

imagined. I am so enthusiastic about the future

YoungArts Foundation where she was selected as a YoungArts merit

Stamps Scholars 2015-2016

age; playing with them and getting to know them inspires me.

laureate soloists for the NWSA

2015, Alyssa Mena received national recognition from the National

n

The opportunities that arise from being a part of

mentor, Robert Weiner. She studies flute privately with

Mena also participated in the World Youth Wind Symphony at

48

me into the artist that I aspire to become.

opportunity that you have afforded me. I
know that I am not the only one, as you
have impacted so many others’ lives in
amazing ways. You have changed our
worlds, as well as the future world of
music.
Thank you for caring enough to change
our lives. I am honored to be a part of the
Stamps legacy.
Sincerely,
Alyssa Mena
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Dominick
Metro

D

Dear Stamps Family,
SINCE THE END OF SOPHOMORE YEAR of high school I have been very interested in the
University of Miami. The curriculum, professors, and most importantly, the Frost School of
Music were important factors that influenced my desire to join
this elite university. Towards the middle of my junior year, the
crunch time came and I had to decide between Oberlin,

ominick Metro started playing piano at the age of 4, adding

University of Miami, and Stetson University. My private

clarinet at age 8. He attended Lake Howell High School in

lesson teacher was the professor of clarinet at Stetson and

Winter Park, Florida where he was first chair clarinet in the Wind

was very excited for me to go there. However, when I found

Ensemble all four years, under the direction of Trey Harris and

out I was awarded the Stamps Scholarship, I knew I could

Jose Eslava. Outside of school, Metro participated in the Florida

not pass on the opportunity. This scholarship gave me an

Youth Artist Orchestra for seven years as principle clarinet and

incredible opportunity to pursue my passion at the highest

for five years in the Winter Park Chamber Music Academy, both

level, at an outstanding university I never thought I could afford

under the direction of Dr. Alvaro Gomez. Dominick placed as first

to attend.

chair at Tri-State and earned distinct recognition and accolades
at All-State for five years, including serving as principal in
the All-State Orchestra during his senior year of high school.
Dominick Metro was named a Stetson Young Artist via the Stetson
Young Artist Soloist Competition from 2012 to 2014 and has also

This scholarship not only allows
us as individuals to grow as people
and players, but it allows us to
represent the Frost School of Music
and grant others the opportunities
that were given to us.

performed with the University
of Central Florida’s top jazz
ensemble. He also participated
in the Seminole County All County
Band for seven consecutive years
and has studied primarily under
Lynn Musco, professor of clarinet
at Stetson University, for four
years. Dominick has recently been

awarded the prestigious Stamps Scholarship as the clarinetist at the
Frost School of Music as well as performed recordings for new pieces
and played with the Frost Wind Ensemble.

Being given this scholarship has already proven to be worthwhile. Making connections with
lifelong friends, networking with others in the industry, and most importantly, learning the skills
needed to perform at a professional level, have already
been inimitable benefits of your generosity and
philanthropy. This scholarship not only allows
us as individuals to grow as people and
players, but it allows us to represent the
Frost School of Music and grant others
the opportunities that were given to
us. Had it not been for other people
thinking so highly of this school,
I would not be here writing this
thank you letter.
Thank you so much for giving
me this opportunity and I look
forward to a successful, enriching
college experience!
Sincerely,
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Natalie
Miller

N

atalie Miller, French horn, is a first year undergraduate
student majoring in Instrumental Performance at the

University of Miami Frost School of Music where she is a Stamps
Distinguished Ensemble Scholar and a member of the Stamps
Woodwind Quintet, Class of 2019, coached by faculty mentor Robert
Weiner. She studies horn privately with Richard Todd. Miller attended
Keller High School in Texas
where she studied
privately with Karen
Houghton and Ryan
Palmer. During her time in high
school she was a four-year member
of Keller High School’s varsity
marching band and was the French

Dear Stamps Family,

horn section leader for two years. Natalie

THIS SCHOLARSHIP HAS OPENED UP so many opportunities that I will be eternally grateful

made the Texas All-State orchestra her junior

for. As a musician, it is always hard to get a job without name recognition, and this prestigious

and senior year, and placed in the highest orchestra both years.

scholarship has opened the first of many doors to come.

As time goes on and we form closer
bonds with each other and the other
Stamps Scholars, we will become the
best group we can be.

In 2014, her horn quartet

Our woodwind quintet plans on taking advantage of

placed 1st at the Texas Christian

the opportunities we’ve been given and we plan to

University Hornfest High School

participate in festivals and competitions around the

Quartet Competition and in

world. As first year undergrads, we don’t expect to

2015 she received an honorable

win anything this year, but we know that as time

mention in the TCU Hornfest High

goes on and we form closer bonds with each other

School Solo Competition. She was also a member of the Greater

and with the other Stamps Scholars, we will become

Dallas Youth Orchestras for 3 years.

the best group we can be! Thank you so much for your
generous scholarship!
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Marissa
Takaki

M

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,
I CANNOT POSSIBLY BE MORE THANKFUL for the generous investment you have made in my
career. The fact that you are willing to support four chamber groups completely for their entire
undergraduate study continues to humble and bewilder me. Already, our quintet has been
National Chamber Competition. Other competitive achievements
include the 2014 Discover National Chamber Music Competition

able to set up a joint recital with the Stamps Brass Quintet, commission a work with a graduate
composition fellow, and we’ve been contacted by a local composer to play his music. I am so

arissa Takaki, bassoon, is majoring in Bassoon

(Other Instruments Category Winners), 2013 Walgreen’s

excited to work with this group and to make our way to the top of the

Performance at the University of Miami Frost School of

Concerto Competition (Early Music Category Winner), and

professional music world. Just in the beginning of my first year, I

Music where she is a Stamps Distinguished Ensemble Scholar

the Glenbrook Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition (Winner,

and a member of the Stamps Woodwind Quintet, Class of 2019,

2014; Honorable Mention, 2013).

coached by faculty mentor Robert Weiner. She studies bassoon

Takaki has studied at a number of summer festivals, including the

have grown as a person more than I could have foreseen.
In addition to these opportunities through the quintet,
your generosity has opened up so many doors for me. My

privately with Gabriel Beavers. Takaki performs with the Frost

Brevard Music Institute in 2015 with Bill Ludwig and Dr. Sue Barber;

private instructor, Gabriel Beavers, has supported me (and

Symphonic Winds and Woodwind Chamber Ensemble.

the Interlochen Arts Camp Orchestra and the Advanced Bassoon

the Quintet) and unlocked many elements of bassoon that I

Institutes in 2014 (Emerson Scholar, Interlochen Philharmonic

had not yet obtained until studying with him. That is to say, I

following 2 years of study on the clarinet. In high school,

Principal) and 2013 (under scholarship from the CSO Crain-Maling

could not be more well-suited and in sync with a teacher than at

she studied with Ann Dufek. Takaki credits many of her

Foundation Youth Auditions) with George Sakakeeny, Dr. Eric

Frost. Additionally, I get to play with amazing conductors through

musical opportunities to her youth orchestra of five

Stomberg, and Jeff Keesecker; and Birch Creek Symphony in 2011-

years, Midwest Young Artists (MYA), where she served as

2012 with John Gaudette and Jim Westhoff.

Marissa Takaki began playing the bassoon in 2008,

principal of their Concert Orchestra, Symphony Orchestra and Honors

Takaki has worked with notable conductors including Carlos

Wind Symphony. She was also a member of the MYA Summer Festival

Miguel Prieto, Cliff Colnot, Riccardo Muti, Ken Lam, Keith Lockhart,

Orchestra and Wind Symphony from 2010-2012.

Dr. Carolyn Watson, Octavio Mas-Arocas, Dr. Allan Dennis, and more.

Takaki was a part of MYA’s Intensive Woodwind Chamber Music
program for five years with Matt Oliphant, Naomi Bensdorf-Frisch, and
Tatyana Stepanova. She served for four years as the principal of the

Just in the beginning of my first
year, I have grown as a person more
than I could have foreseen.

Glenbrook Symphony Orchestra,
Glenbrook South Symphonic
Winds and the ILMEA All-State
Honors Band in 2014. Takaki
was a participant in the Chicago

Youth in Music Festival in 2013 and 2015. Her woodwind quintet,
Quintet Finale, was accepted to the quarter-finals of the 2015 Fischoff

the Symphonic Winds and learn from
playing with Doctoral and Master’s students in
Woodwind Chamber ensemble. I am so lucky
and honored to be a part of both the Frost
School and Stamps Chamber Ensemble
programs.
Apart from music, I have been able
to expand my realms through the
Quidditch Team, Scuba Club (I have
just been certified), and Japanese
class.
I truly and deeply appreciate
everything you have done for me
personally, and I can’t wait to thank
you in person.
Sincerely,
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Antonio
Urrutia

A

ntonio Urrutia, oboe, is majoring in Instrumental

principal English hornist and principal oboist respectively of the

Performance at the University of Miami Frost School of

Boston Symphony Orchestra, Boston Pops star Andrew Price, and

Music where he is a Stamps Distinguished Ensemble Scholar and
a member of the Stamps Woodwind Quintet, Class of 2019. He
studies privately with Robert Weiner.
Antonio Urrutia hails from Miami, Florida and began playing
oboe in the 6th grade. He studied with Dr. Rachel Lueck. While

with renowned international soloist Nancy Ambrose King.
For the past three years Antonio Urrutia was principal oboist
in the wind ensemble during UM Frost School of Music’s Honor
Band Festival and is thrilled to spend the next four years as a
Stamps Scholar. At UM he performs as frequent principal oboe of

attending Ransom Everglades School, Urrutia participated

the Frost Symphonic Winds, and a member of the Frost Woodwind

in All-State solo and ensemble competitions where for four

Ensemble. He looks forward to grow under the incredible programs

consecutive years he received “superior” and “superior with

and opportunities at Frost under the tutelage of Robert Weiner and

distinction” ratings. He also performed with both the Greater

many others.

Miami Youth Symphony and the Miami Music Project
Youth Orchestra. In 2015 he was selected to perform on
the nationally broadcast radio show NPR’s From the Top

Thank you much for this realm of
opportunity your generosity has
opened for me. It has opened doors
I never even knew existed, delving
me into a world of music I still can
barely believe I’m part of.

Dear Roe and Penny Stamps,

with Host Christopher O’Riley,

I WASN’T SURE HOW TO START of this letter, after a crazy first semester there is so much going

which highlights the country’s

through my mind I have no idea where I should begin. The first thing I would like to say is thank

most talented young musicians.

you. Thank you very much for this realm of opportunity your generosity has opened for me. It has

He also performed with the New

opened doors I never even knew existed, delving me into a world of

World Symphony in their side-

music I still can barely believe I’m part of. Without your incredible

by-side concert, conducted by

generosity, I don’t think I could ever be part of this incredible,

Michael Tilson Thomas. He has

talented, and unique musical family here at the Frost School of

also been a member of the Boston

Music. Being a professional classical musician has always been

University Tanglewood Institute

a dream of mine, so now thanks to you, my dreams of music

Young Artists Orchestra, which performed at the Tanglewood Music
Festival. Urrutia has studied with Robert Sheena and John Ferrillo,

are on track to becoming a reality.
Thank you so much for everything, it has honestly changed
my life.
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Taylor Guy
Manning

T

aylor Guy Manning is a tubist, bass trombonist, composer,
and math enthusiast. Born and raised in Miami, Florida,

Guy experienced a wide array of music in
his childhood that sparked his deep
passion for music. In high school he
attended the New World School of the
Arts and studied Tuba with Calvin Jenkins.
Guy received his Bachelor’s Degree in Tuba
Performance from the University of Miami as a
Stamps Scholar. During his 4 years at UM, he

Dear Penny and Roe Stamps,

studied with Sam Pilafian, Velvet Brown, and

I AM WRITING TO THANK YOU for allowing me to be a Stamps Scholar for my undergraduate

Aaron Tindall. He is now pursuing a Master’s Degree

studies at the University of Miami. Through the program, I met some of my greatest friends at

in Tuba Performance at the University of Arizona

school and was able to learn from exceptional instructors at the

under the teaching of Matt Tropman. Having gifts in

Frost School of Music.

both mathematics and music, Guy has dedicated his

My final semester at the University of Miami is the spring

creativity to expressing the beauty of where numbers and

of 2016 and I will be earning a Bachelor of Music in Tuba

notes meet.

Performance. I will be attending the University of Arizona
to pursue a Masters in Music, continuing my musical

Your contagious kindness will continue to influence
me for a lifetime, and I hope I can continue the wave
of positivity you have started.

studies on Tuba. I intend to make a career innovating
in the fields of instrumental composition and brass
performance.
By awarding me the Stamps Scholarship, you have made
it possible for me to attend this prestigious university and to
maximize my educational experiences. I am moved by your mission to support the careers of
students you believe in. Your contagious kindness will continue to influence me for a lifetime,
and I hope I can continue the wave of positivity you have started.
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Suyog
Padgoankar

A

senior in the Frost School of Music at the University

chemistry. Upon graduation in May, he intends to pursue a

of Miami, Suyog has thoroughly enjoyed his time as a

doctorate degree in chemistry at Northwestern University.

Stamps Scholar. During his years at Frost, he has enjoyed a variety
of opportunities to play in side-by-side rehearsals with the

Outside of academics, he guides campus tours, works with Best
Buddies, reads chamber music, and plays pickup sports.

Cleveland Orchestra, concerts with Joshua Bell and Edgar
Meyer among others, and a number of performances
in beautiful settings. Additionally, he has given
back to the community by teaching fundamental
violin, viola, and cello skills to disadvantaged
elementary school students through the Frost
Music Outreach program.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,
I AM INCREDIBLY HUMBLED and blessed by the myriad of opportunities that I have been given,
and will continue to pursue because of your generosity. Over the past three years, I have enjoyed

When he is not practicing viola, Suyog

diverse musical experiences including side-by-side rehearsals playing Beethoven and Berlioz

works as an undergraduate researcher in

with the Cleveland orchestra, daily classes improvising over Ellington with Dean Shelly Berg, and

Dr. Amy M. Scott’s lab in the Department of

orchestral performances under the baton of Christian Maceleru and Leon Fleisher among others.

My time in Miami will come to an
end this May, but I will eternally
cherish the memories and
opportunities I was able to gain
through your kindness.

Chemistry, a position he has

Furthermore, I have been able to pursue my second passion in science, and I will have another

held since January 2014. Aims

degree in chemistry when I graduate in May. With my stipend, I was

of his research include synthesis

able to explore the culture of Southeast Asia on the weekends

and characterization of organic

during my internship in Singapore this past summer. Also

chromophores and inorganic catalysts

during my sophomore year, I participated in an alternative

and spectroscopic analysis of their

break trip working to learn about environmental

photophysical and electrochemical

sustainability and Cherokee rights in North Carolina and

properties. This past summer,

Tennessee. My time in Miami will come to an end this May,

he was sponsored by the American Chemical Society to study

but I will eternally cherish the memories and opportunities

environmentally friendly water purification materials at the National

I was able to gain through your kindness. I look forward to

University of Singapore. Suyog is also a teaching assistant for organic

the future, and I would like to thank you for supporting my
endeavors.
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Julia
Paine

J

ulia Paine is pursuing a dual degree program in Bassoon
Performance and Marine Science/Chemistry at the University

of Miami. Most recently, she interned with the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration at the Earth System Research
Laboratory in Boulder, CO. While the altitude proved to take a
toll on her reeds, the research in concentrating solar power
provided an incredible experience.
When not researching, Julia plays in a wind trio,

Dear Penny and Roe,

partaking in outreach performances in the Coral Gables

WHERE TO BEGIN? The past year has been a whirlwind. It is now my senior year and the first

area and plays with the Frost Symphony Orchestra.

year without my Stamps chamber ensemble. I am happy to say I am still in a chamber group,

She would like to thank her previous bassoon

but now a trio. The three years of work with my ‘Stamps family’ were irreplaceable and continue

professors, Ann Dufek and Luciano Magnanini for

to make me a better player as I remember coachings, competitions,

building an enriching foundation, and Gabriel Beavers,

and outreach performances. In the other half of my life, I

professor of bassoon at the Frost School of Music, for

have been expanding my environmental work across the

an incredible continuation of her music career at the

country. I worked for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

University of Miami.

Association this summer, programming a solar power tower

It is not enough to simply thank you for helping create
such extensive opportunities; I continue to seek new
openings because with the support and foundation of
our family, there is no better time to put myself amidst
the best minds and hardest workers.

into an optimization model – not to mention having explored
the rockies on the weekends. University of Miami offers me
innumerable opportunities both in music and science and,
forgive me while I pontificate, but such expansion into two
worlds would not have been possible with this amount of success
anywhere else. It is not enough to simply thank you for helping create
such extensive opportunities; I continue to seek new openings because with the support and
foundation of our family, there is no better time to put myself amidst the best minds and hardest
workers. I cannot wait to keep you updated with what happens as the years after graduation pass!
Have a wonderful year and I look forward to our next meeting!
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Nicole
Steinberg

N

icole Steinberg, a soprano from Boca Raton, Florida, is
currently studying vocal performance as a Stamps

In addition to performance, Nicole has shown great prowess in
stage management and conducting, conducting in a concert of new

Scholar at the University of Miami. She has most recently

choral works by composers of the Frost School of Music in May 2015

performed in Cendrillon and Hansel and Gretel

and acting as stage manager for the major productions of Jackie O

with the Miami Summer Music Festival in

and Die Zauberflöte by Frost Opera Theater in 2013 and 2014. She has

June 2015 and is currently preparing for

also done major supertitle and management work for the company

MozArtMostly Opera Scenes and the Wall-to-

throughout the past three years.

Wall Festival with the University of Miami’s Frost

Academically, Nicole has flourished at the University of Miami and
will be attending graduate school at Towson University. Her ultimate

Opera Theater.
Nicole recently had a very exciting

goal is to perform at the highest level while utilizing up- and-coming

start to her collegiate competition career,

educational and technological innovation to further involve and

being awarded “Jeanie Maid” in the Jeanie/

interest younger generations in opera’s extraordinary art form of

Stephen Auditions of the Florida Federation of

expression and collaboration.

Music in October 2014 and advanced to the second

This has been the ideal place for
me to hone my vocal skills and
musicianship; and the opportunity
to collaborate with the phenomenal
faculty and students has been
extraordinary.

round of the Classical
Singer Competition in May 2015.
In the 2014 summer season,
she performed as the Second

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps and Family,

Spirit in Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte

I AM INCREDIBLY GRATEFUL for the gift you have given that

with the Miami Summer Music

has allowed me to attend the Frost School of Music at the

Festival and was also featured as

University of Miami. This has been the ideal place for me to

a soloist in the Frost Chorale’s

hone my vocal skills and musicianship; and the opportunity

United Kingdom Tour. In previous

to collaborate with the phenomenal faculty and students

summers she attended Spoleto Study Abroad, University of Miami

has been extraordinary. Thank you for blessing me with the

School of Music at Salzburg, and Northwestern.

opportunity to pursue a career in opera and educational outreach.
It has been an honor to be a part of the Stamps Scholars Family.
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2015–2016

Dear Penny and Roe:
University of Miami Stamps Scholars continued
to achieve great success across disciplines
this year. Scholars have a tremendous range
of interests, pursuing unique combinations of
majors such as philosophy and physics. Your
generosity has enabled scholars to personalize
their education through distinctive academic and
co-curricular pursuits. This year scholars published
a book of poetry, traveled to Europe, Asia, and
South America, and presented at conferences across
the United States. Scholars have gained firsthand
experience through research, internships, and
study abroad. These exceptional students are an
invaluable part of our community. Their involvement
and example help enliven and enrich our campus.
Thank you, once again, for your extraordinary support
of these students and for your ongoing dedication to
excellence at our institution.
Sincerely,

Stamps Scholars
Stamps Leadership Scholars
Your generosity
has enabled
scholars to
personalize their
education through
distinctive
academic and
co-curricular
pursuits.

William Scott Green
Senior Vice Provost and Dean of
Undergraduate Education

Brandon Butera

Aditya Shah

Jennifer Ferrante

Joseph Shomar

Earl Generato

Gururaj Shriram

David Grossman

Riva Trivedi

Taylor Hughes

Thomas Woodrey

Nishani Karunamuni

Sabrina Xiao

Lissa Mandell

Kristiana Yao

Hailey Mody

Jacob Yomtoob

Joshua Myers

Message from the Vice Provost
68

n

Stamps Scholars 2015-2016

n

University of Miami

Stamps Family Charitable Foundation

n

University of Miami

n

69

Brandon
Butera

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Stamps,
MY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE has been one like no other, and I cannot thank the Stamps Family
Charitable Foundation enough for what they have done for me. My time at the University of
Miami can only be described as incredible, even greater than
what I had imagined it to be. As a Stamps Scholar, I have

T

had more opportunities than I ever thought would be

he beautiful weather and amazing

plan on having a career in medicine. I have

possible. I am so fortunate to be in the position I am

culture of Miami certainly had

tried to leave my mark at Miami with the

in, and the Stamps Foundation has given me the

tools the Stamps scholarship has given

ability to choose my own path in life. Unrestricted by

an impact on my decision to attend the
University of Miami. What really convinced
me that this was the best school for me, however, was the academic

me, and I am very far from being done.
Outside of the university, I have gained experience in many fields.

usual boundaries, I have the freedom to do whatever
I want with my life. Just that is enough for me to be

flexibility and the endless opportunities the university offers its

I have tutored many students in the duration of my college career,

students. What actually enabled me to go to this amazing school was

and I designed and taught an ACT course to high school students. I

the Stamps Scholarship, graciously and fortunately granted to me by

interned at a boutique investment and research firm named Johnson

freedoms, and as a result of the Stamps scholarship, I

the Stamps Family Charitable Foundation.

Rice in New Orleans. I wrote and published a science fiction novel The

was able to do cognitive behavioral research last year, I had

At Miami, I have been a part of many clubs and societies. I have

City of Man in my quest to explore my creative side. I am currently

the time to publish my own book, and I had the rare opportunity to study abroad in Rome in the

been inducted into the Alpha Lambda Delta National Honor Society,

working on a few projects, including a screenplay and a TV series.

spring. These successes would not have been possible were it not for the Stamps Scholarship and

Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society, Gamma Sigma Alpha Honor Society,
and the Order of Omega Honor Society. I was named the Most

Unrestricted by usual boundaries,
I have the freedom to do whatever I
want with my life. Just that is enough
for me to be forever indebted to the
Stamps Foundation.

Last semester, I had the incredible chance to study abroad in
Rome, exploring European culture as much as possible. I have not

Outstanding Sophomore in Greek

decided what I plan to do upon graduating next year. Attending law

Life at Miami, and I have served

school or graduate school is a large possibility, as are many other

as Philanthropy Chair, Secretary,

things. I will see where my studies take me and decide that on a later

and Vice President of Phi Delta

date.

forever indebted to the Stamps Foundation.
It doesn’t stop there, though. I have acted on these

the University of Miami.
I major in Mathematics and Economics, and am receiving
minors in English and Classics, a testament to the freedom
I have been granted. I have received a truly powerful
learning experience and have had an absolutely
fantastic time doing it. I have taken classes in about
15 different fields and enjoyed every bit of it.

Theta. I am the Stamps Scholar

I can only imagine how great my remaining

Board member and a Foote Fellow

college experience will be. I would like to

Mentor. I have participated in

sincerely thank the Stamps Foundation for

many service groups and days,

allowing me to enjoy such an experience. The

such as Ghandi Day, Habitat for Humanity, Hurricanes Help the

possibilities are endless, as is the charity of the

Hometown, and Fun Day. Last year, I finally fulfilled my long desire to
do research. I worked with the Miller School of Medicine and Project
CARE in the field of cognitive behavioral research, though I do not

Foundation. Thank you so much, and I look forward
to our future experiences together.
Sincerely,

Stamps Leadership Scholars
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Jennifer
Ferrante

I

chose to attend the University of Miami because of

students. I am also a Foote-fellow mentor, a Pre-health

the plethora of opportunities the university has to

mentor, and a teaching assistant for Abnormal Psychology.

offer, and because of the Stamps Scholarship and Foote

My plan is to pursue a medical degree after I finish my

Fellow program. Knowing that I was not responsible

undergraduate degree. I am not sure what type of doctor

for fulfilling general education requirements granted

I want to be yet, but am considering either psychiatry or

me a feeling of academic freedom, and the Stamps

neurology.

Scholarship provided me with a feeling of unparalleled

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Stamps,

financial freedom. I was accepted to other prestigious

I CANNOT EXPRESS HOW MUCH GRATITUDE I feel for the Stamps Family and for the scholarship

universities, but there was no way I could turn down

I received to attend the University of Miami. The Stamps Scholarship freed me from any worries

the chance at a completely free undergraduate

about financing my undergraduate education, allowed me to focus

education at a school that would allow me to pursue my

on academics, and has alleviated a colossal amount of debt that

passions unhindered. I am double majoring in Neuroscience and

I would have had to address after finishing undergraduate and

English, and minoring in Chemistry and Spanish, and am on the pre-

medical school. The Stamps Scholarship has enabled me to

med track. I am a part of the executive board of several organizations

pursue opportunities that I definitely would not have had

on campus, including Relay for Life, Biochemistry Club, and Mortar

the chance to otherwise. The summer after my freshman

The Stamps Scholarship has enabled
me to pursue opportunities that I
definitely would not have had the
chance to otherwise.

Board National College Senior

year, I used some of my stipend money to travel to Israel

Honor Society. I am also a part

and study at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem researching

of Psi Chi International Honor

Alzheimer’s disease. This was an amazing experience, and

Society in Psychology and

I learned a great deal, not only about scientific advances in the

Neuroscience, Phi Delta Epsilon

laboratory but also about culture. I am also using some of my stipend

medical fraternity, COPE, Alpha

money to publish a book of poetry. I have always wanted to have some of my work published but

Delta Pi sorority, and Girls for Good. I also participate in research

didn’t have enough money to think of self-publishing and distributing a work, until I realized I

in the psychology department, where I am studying social and

could use some of my scholarship money to pursue this dream. Additionally, my stipend money

emotional readiness in children, and am also studying ways to

has allowed me to register for a Kaplan MCAT course to better prepare for the MCAT exam. I am

integrate scientific learning into classrooms of pre-kindergarten

so incredibly lucky to have received this scholarship, and I strive to fulfill the honor of having
received it by pursuing all that I can and by making the most of my undergraduate opportunities!
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Earl
Generato

I

chose to attend UM because it was one of the few

To the Stamps Family Charitable Foundation:
NOW THAT I AM FINISHING my second year of college at the University of Miami, it has become
more apparent how the person I am today would not have been possible without your generosity
and kindness. I have made memories, formed relationships, discovered love, found my passions,
Liaison Council as the Library Representative,

and ultimately just developed an appreciation for every moment of life. A simple thanks would

who serves as the intermediary between Student

not be due justice considering how deeply my attendance at UM has changed my perspective on

Government and the Richter Library. Furthermore, I was

the world and society for the better and forever.

universities that would give me the chance to pursue

the Sponsorship Chair for the Miss University of Miami Pageant

As my sister is also attending college, the Stamps Scholarship has relieved a huge financial

multiple interests. I am currently working on my Biomedical

Committee 2016. I am a part of STRIVE, a special interest housing

burden on my family. The Stamps Family Charitable Foundation has not allowed only one person

Engineering major and minors in Education and LGBTQ Studies.

floor with students who have committed their whole year to learning

UM’s broad diversity was also a critical factor that influenced my

and working on various types of social justice issues. I participated in

decision to attend. As someone who identifies as bisexual and comes

University of Miami Alternative Breaks (UMAB). My 2015 Fall UMAB trip

Break trip was on the issue of poverty, and the trip changed my life forever. That experience

from a background/community where being closeted meant that I was

was spent as a participant in Bithlo, Florida, where we worked with

made me realize how much community service and social justice means to me, and that if given

“safe,” I wanted to go to a university where my sexuality would not be

United Global Outreach to enrich the lives of students living in poverty.

the opportunity, I would spend the rest of my life doing volunteer work and doing community

viewed as a hindrance but rather as a single aspect among the many

As for my 2016 Spring UMAB trip, I served as a site leader and led a

outreach/organizing. I had seen people in so much pain, people who did not have a single inkling

differences that make me who I am as a person. The University of Miami

group with my co-site leader to work with the International Rescue

of hope, during that one weekend. When I came back to UM, I realized just how much privilege

has motivated me to be more open about myself in general and to enjoy

Committee in Atlanta, Georgia, where our work was targeted toward

I had just by being able to enjoy the wind on my face when I took those first steps off the bus.

every single facet of life. I could not have attended the University of

refugee resettlement. For 2016-2017, I will serve as the President of

Without the Stamps Family’s contribution, I would never have realized that passion, the love for

Delta Lambda Phi Social Fraternity and as the Senator for SpectrUM.

what I do now, which is to take advantage of any volunteer opportunities available to me. I know

UM has made the goals in my
life so much clearer, and I have
the Stamps Family Charitable
Foundation to thank for that.

Miami without the Stamps Scholarship.

to achieve his goals but actually two, and I cannot be ever more grateful.
Because of this scholarship, I was able to attend UM Alternative Breaks this year. My Fall

This past year I was able to attend ACC Leadership Symposium

that wherever I go after UM, I will take that love for volunteer work with me. My Spring Break trip

much more involved at the University of

2016 Conference. This experience has reinvigorated me to continue to

only reinforced my desire to educate others about my experiences, as I had served as a site leader

Miami. I was the Entertainment Committee

fight to make UM a safe space for all LGBTQ+ students and to combat

during that week in Atlanta. UM has made the goals in my life so much clearer, and I have the

Chair for Canefest 2015. I was a site leader

the system that oppresses sexual assault victims. I will also attend

Stamps Family Charitable Foundation to thank for that.

for Orientation Outreach. In SpectrUM, our

South Florida LeaderShape 2016, a program dedicated to increasing

Best regards,

In the past academic year, I have gotten

LGBTQ+ student organization on campus, I was the Homecoming

the leadership potential of its participants.

Chair and Tunnel of Oppression Chair. I also served on the Rathskeller

My current career goal is still to become a biomedical engineer

Advisory Board as the Special Events Coordinator. I am now a Brother

that specializes in working with biomaterials and tissues, but I am

of Delta Lambda Phi Social Fraternity, the fraternity for gay, bisexual,

flexible in the fact that my goal might change throughout college.

trans, and progressive men. In the past year, I served as the Social

Whichever decision I make in regards to my future career, I know that,

Chair, Recruitment Chair, and Secretary. I am also pledging the Alpha

by the end of my lifetime, I wish to have impacted as many people as I

Phi Omega Service Fraternity. Currently I am a part of the Campus

could and to have made a change, no matter how small, for the better.

Earl Generato
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David
Grossman

I

chose the University of Miami for the freedom of education, the
ability to explore numerous disciplines, and to be with a great

group of peers. I am a declared Physics and Philosophy major,
but I am also taking classes and participate in clubs in the
fields of Computer Science, Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering, Mathematics and Economics. Throughout
my undergraduate experience, I hope to develop my
understanding of the core principles of how the
universe and those that inhabit it function.
During the past semester, I joined the club
Ultimate Frisbee team, The Cartel, and joined
the The American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics

As this is only my first semester,
I am only beginning to realize
the potential of the Stamps
Leadership Scholarship.

(AIAA). Through AIAA, I joined a project
that will compete in a NASA competition
to build a Hybrid Motor Rocket with
the goal of reaching maximum altitude

Dear Stamps Family Charitable Foundation,
AS YOU MUST KNOW, receiving the Stamps Leadership Scholarship is a game changer. I
am incredibly grateful and thankful to the foundation and to Mr. and Mrs. Stamps. With the
scholarship, I am able to attend the school of my choice with the ability to scholastically explore
new disciplines. I am incredibly grateful for being able to operate without monetary concerns.
Because of the Stamps Leadership Scholarship, I am able to spend large amounts of time building
rockets through a club out of the Engineering School and can dream big about bigger projects in

with a G-Class motor. Despite having an

years to come. Without the concern of paying for school, I can spend my summers doing things

extremely limited knowledge of Rocket

that I find to be the most meaningful without much concern for the

Science, I am currently the team lead of Testing & Data and learning

financial gains or losses. Last summer, I worked at a startup in

fast on my feet.

Cambridge, MA called BeON Home and this summer, I plan

Although I do not know what I want to do in the far future, but I
think that entrepreneurship is most likely in the works, in the next
five years I hope to ride a bicycle across the country, intern at a Tech

to bicycle from coast to coast of the United States with two
friends from UM.
As this is only my first semester, I am only beginning to

startup or two during the summers, and to travel for a semester to

realize the potential of the Stamps Leadership Scholarship.

Eurasia.

I’ve enjoyed the ride so far and look forward to all that
there is to come.
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Taylor
Hughes

I

Stamps Family Charitable Foundation,
MY NAME IS TAYLOR HUGHES and I am a Stamps Scholar at the University of Miami. Upon
receiving the scholarship during my senior year of high school, I felt incredibly gracious to be
offered the opportunity to attend my dream school at no cost to my parents or myself. However,
after finishing my first three semesters at the university, I’ve realized
just how important this scholarship has become in my academic

chose to attend the University of Miami due to its commitment

and personal life—it is worth more than just the money. It

to research, its location in a diverse, growing urban area, and the

has offered me a network of motivated peers and advisors

inspiring influence of the students and staff that

to enrich my university experience. It has offered me

I met while visiting the campus. I am currently

opportunities to expand my horizons more than I ever

pursuing a Bachelor’s of Science in Public Health,

thought possible—between shark tagging, concerts, and

with minors in biology and chemistry on a pre-medical

distinguished speakers, I really feel like I’ve been able to

track. My most significant co-curricular involvements

get the most out of my time at the University of Miami.

are conducting clinical research at Ryder Trauma Center
in Miami and the University of Chicago Comer Children’s

Additionally, in planning for my future as a physician, I’ve
come to realize the added weight and importance of your gift as
well. Because of the Stamps scholarship, I will be able to use

Hospital, serving on the Homecoming Executive Committee,

my original college fund to pay for medical school, thus

serving as the Service Chairman for Zeta Tau Alpha

graduating debt free. In a tough job market and field that

women’s fraternity, participating in the 2015 Clinton Global Initiative
University, and working as a Patient Advocate for the national non-

requires so many years of education, this is one of the

profit Health Leads. Additionally, I will be studying abroad in Prague

greatest gifts I could be given—the ability to buy a

next semester. I have won multiple research awards, including

home, support myself, all thanks to your investment

first place at the University of Miami’s RCIF poster presentation,

in my education and future. The enrichment fund

I really feel like I’ve been able
to get the most out of my time
at the University of Miami.

will allow me to travel to research conferences to

as well as first place at the Pan-American

present studies conducted by my fellow researchers

Trauma Society Annual Conference. I

and I in the Ryder Trauma Center at Jackson Memorial

have also been selected as a VITAS Fellow

Hospital in Miami, and now to spend my next semester

and was nominated to be initiated as a

studying abroad in Prague, Czech Republic. I sincerely

member of Rho Lambda, a national honor

hope that you realize what a difference you make in so many

society honoring women who have shown dedication to service and

students’ lives, including my own. Thank you again for giving

leadership within their Greek organizations. I plan to pursue an MD/
MPH, become a pediatric critical care physician, and work in an
academic setting conducting public health-related clinical research.
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me the resources I’ve needed to become a leader in my university, to
both teach and learn from the other students in the Stamps Scholars community, and to pursue a
life filled with peace of mind, confidence, and lifelong learning and leadership.
With gratitude,
Taylor Hughes

Stamps Family Charitable Foundation

n

University of Miami

n

79

Lissa
Mandell

I

chose to attend University of Miami because it combines high-

assistant in Dr. Daniel Messinger’s Early Play and Development Lab

quality academics with the feeling of constantly being on vacation.

for two years. The past two summers, I participated in the Department

Not only is the weather fantastic, but its location in a cultural hotspot
brings so many guests, events, and experiences that it feels

of Psychology’s JUMPSTART and PRIME summer research programs,
with Dr. Messinger as my mentor. However, I now plan to take

completely different from my tiny hometown of Deer

my career in a different direction by pursuing a Master’s of

Park, IL. UM’s Foote Fellows program, which waives

Public Health.

general education requirements, has provided me
the academic flexibility to double major in Psychology and
Computer Science without overloading my schedule. Through
this program, I have also had the rewarding experience of acting
as a Foote Fellow mentor to freshmen Foote Fellows.
In addition to the mentorship program, I have found many

Dear Stamps Family Charitable Foundation,
I WANTED TO THANK YOU SO MUCH for the all the opportunities the Stamps scholarship has
provided me. Without it, I would not be able to attend the University of Miami and take advantage
of the great academic resources it has provided to me. My Stamps

other opportunities to get involved outside the classroom. I have

enrichment fund gave me the freedom and ability to stay in

joined several clubs, was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa and Psi Chi

Miami to participate in a summer research program the past

My Stamps enrichment fund gave
me the freedom and ability to stay
in Miami to participate in a summer
research program the past two
summers, which I would not have
been able to afford otherwise.

International Honor Society

two summers, which I would not have been able to afford

(a psychology honor society),

otherwise. I am so glad that I had the freedom to do this,

performed as part of an amateur

since it was an important learning experience that taught

theater group, and was a member

me so much about life as a research scientist. However, I

of the inaugural executive board

recently decided to pursue a career in public health instead

for the re-launch of UM’s branch

of psychology (my primary major). Since MPH programs

of the National Organization for

aren’t usually funded the way Ph.D. programs are, I am happy

Women. This year, I became Ally

that the Stamps scholarship paid for the cost of my undergraduate

Series (Education) chair of our

education. I’ll be better equipped to handle the cost of graduate school since I won’t have to worry

LGBTQ organization; in this position, I facilitate weekly discussions
about various LGBTQ-related topics. I was also been a research

about student loans from my undergraduate education.
I am very thankful to the Stamps Family Charitable Foundation for giving me the opportunity
to focus on my studies without financial burden.
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Thanks again for your generosity!
Lissa Mandell
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Hailey
Mody

T

he University of Miami offers me experiences and
opportunities that are unlike any other college I applied to.

As a Foote fellow I have been able to delve straight
into the courses that pertain to my majors,
Spanish and Biology, and create opportunities
for myself to study abroad multiple times in my
undergraduate career. During my first semester at UM
I became involved with student government, as I was
selected to be a member of the Freshmen Leadership
Council, and I joined a dance team. Both activities have
served as outlets for me to balance my social and academic
lives. I will also be traveling to New Mexico during spring break, as
a part of UM Alternative Breaks, and I hope to attend more service
trips in the future. Although, I have only been at the University of
Miami for a semester, I am excited to take advantage of all the unique
opportunities throughout my next three years at the university.

Through this scholarship I have had unique opportunities
to meet other scholars on campus and grow my network,
which will aid me in my future as many of us plan to apply
and attend medical school.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps:
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK the Stamps Family Charitable for the generous scholarship they have
awarded me. Not only has the scholarship help fund my education at the University of Miami,
but it has also given me the freedom to enhance my knowledge over
summer and other breaks with the enrichment funds. Through
this scholarship I have had unique opportunities to meet other
scholars on campus and grow my network, which will aid me
in my future as many of us plan to apply and attend medical
school. Within my first semester at UM, this scholarship has
already given me two opportunities to meet President Frenk and
share my opinions of the university with him. That opportunity was
unlike any other, as I was able to directly impact my future and peers’
futures at UM. I have also been able to plan unique experiences to partake in over my breaks.
Over spring break I plan on utilizing my enrichment funds and traveling to New Mexico through
UM Alternative Breaks. This scholarship has also given me access to numerous advisors that have
helped me plan my future and ensure my success at the university. Although it has only been one
semester, this scholarship has already positively impacted my experience at UM, and I am excited
to see what my future has in store.
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Joshua
Myers

Dear Stamps Family Charitable Foundation,
THANK YOU SO MUCH for awarding me the Stamps
Scholarship and giving me the opportunity to attend the
school of my dreams and receive a world class education,

M

neither of which may have happened without your

Philosophy is my biggest passion and I hope to one day become a

being this happy and fulfilled anywhere else, and this

philosophy professor. I have done research in both

scholarship has done that for me.

generosity. The University of Miami has afforded me so

y name is Joshua Myers and I am a junior majoring in

many opportunities that have furthered my academic,

philosophy and psychology at the University of Miami.

social, career, and extracurricular goals. I can’t imagine

the Evolution and Human Behavior Lab as well as

Because of this scholarship, I have been able to spend

the Social and Cultural Neuroscience lab. I also do

one week in Atlanta, GA doing service relating to urban poverty,

research in the cultural evolution and cognitive

participate in a summer internship working as the editorial intern at the American Humanist

science of religion and particularly of early Judaism.

Association on their magazine, the Humanist, attend multiple leadership conferences, including

I work as the Commuter and Residential Life

the prestigious ACC Leadership Symposium, and do research in both evolutionary psychology and

Coordinator in the Butler Center for Service

the cultural evolution of Judaism. I also used my Stamps fund to travel to the UK for two months

and Leadership on campus, and I have

to study philosophy and cognitive science and Cambridge. This past summer was one of the most

participated in many of their programs such as

valuable academic and cultural experiences I have ever had.

the IMPACT Leadership Retreat, the ACC Leadership
symposium, and going on an alternative break to
Atlanta, GA to do service relating to urban poverty. Two summers

I can’t imagine being this happy
and fulfilled anywhere else, and
this scholarship has done that
for me.

Ultimately, I want to become a professor of philosophy. My passion
is the study of philosophy, and its intersection with cognitive
science. I also have side interests in epistemology.

ago I worked as the editorial intern at the

The University of Miami’s world class philosophy

American Humanist Association, helping

department has helped to fuel and nurture this
passion. However, being a professor means I will

write for and produce their award winning

need to spend a long time in grad school working

magazine, the Humanist. Last summer I

on my PhD. The Stamps Scholarship will allow me

attended the Pembroke-King’s Programme

to graduate without student debt, free to pursue

at the University of Cambridge. I traveled

my passion to the fullest extent.

to London, Edinburgh, Paris, and Dublin.

The Stamps scholarship has given me the

I also produced an original thesis on the philosophy of cognitive
science. My biggest honor is being a Stamps Leadership Scholar at
the University of Miami, but I am also a Foote Fellow.

ultimate academic and financial freedom to pursue
my passions. It has truly changed my life.
Many thanks,
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Aditya
Shah

member of the Student Activity Fee Allocation Committee

I

(SAFAC), a group that works with student organizations

am double-majoring in Microbiology & Immunology and
Economics in the College of Arts and Sciences, along

with Minors in Chemistry, Health Sector Management and
Policy, and History.

on campus with regards to fundraising and fund
allocation. I have also had the opportunity to attend
several conferences, including school-sponsored
conferences, such as the Business of Health Care

I chose to study at the University of Miami in part

Conference, the Student Leadership Institute (SLI), and

because of the opportunities that the University of Miami

Canes LEAD. The Business of Health Care Conference was a

is able to provide as a world-renowned, private research

particularly unique opportunity to the University of Miami as it is

university. In addition, the multiethnic diversity that helps to define

a conference in which some of the most important figures in the field

Miami would allow me new opportunities to explore different cultures

of health care from across the globe convene to discuss contemporary

and gain new perspectives. But the most important asset of the

trends in this important global sector. I was also fortunate to have

University of Miami are the people, including strong leaders, such

received a scholarship as a “VITAS Fellow” – an honor which allowed

as former and current university presidents Donna Shalala and Julio

me to attend the aforementioned Business of Health Care conference

Frenk, as well as professors who provide a strong student-teacher

without charge. In addition, I have enjoyed attending the Stamps

MY NAME IS ADITYA SHAH, and I am currently a Sophomore at the University of Miami, Florida.

interaction to facilitate a

Scholars National Convention and the South Florida Health Executive

Without your efforts, I would not have been able to access the great opportunities at UM.

better university education.

Forum Annual Meeting.

The Stamps Scholarship has changed my life and I will continue to take full advantage of the

The Stamps Scholarship has changed
my life and I will continue take full
advantage of the opportunity, not only
as a Hurricane, but also as a global
citizen who seeks to pay forward the
opportunities that I have received.

In my time at the

My career goal is to become a physician. I also hope to get a MBA,

University of Miami, I have

so that I may apply business principles to improve the quality of

been fortunate enough

health care and provide a private sector solution to the current cost

to enhance my academic

crisis facing the health care industry in the United States.

experiences with co-curricular
involvement and experiences
in various organizations. I am

currently a member of the Executive Boards of several organizations,
including HealthCanes, the University of Miami chapter of Habitat
for Humanity, and the Indian Students Association; I am also a

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Stamps,

opportunity, not only as a Hurricane, but also as a global citizen who seeks to pay forward the
opportunities that I have received.
In addition to the numerous academic opportunities that this scholarship has allowed me to
pursue, I have had numerous co-curricular experiences, as well. Being a Stamps Scholars has also
opened doors to me to further my education not only on the campus of the University of Miami,
but also abroad. For instance, this Spring, I will be going to Peru as a part of a MEDLIFE service
trip, and this Summer, I will be going to study Macroeconomics abroad in
Barcelona.
All in all, I would like to convey my gratitude to you all and
the work that you have done to empower students such as myself
to pursue an all-encompassing education with a great deal of
academic freedom and a world of opportunities available to us.
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Joseph
Shomar

I

chose the University of Miami for its diversity and proximity.
The university has a wide array of benefits to offer its students,

including countless different fields in which to participate
in research, historic sports
teams, incredible professors,
and many others. Even
further contributing to my
choice was the fact that the University of Miami was only a 10 minute
drive from where I grew up. Having lived nearby my entire life, I was
already familiar with Cane traditions and attended many football
and basketball games. Even as a little kid I wore a UM T-shirt on the
weekends with my dad, a University of Miami alum.
I am majoring in Math and Physics and minoring in Chemistry.
I am also interested in taking classes in Computer Science and

The scholarship has also provided
me a way to meet scholars at the
University of Miami and connect with
other scholars around the nation.

Dear Stamps Family Charitable Foundation,

Philosophy. I am currently a

THANK YOU FOR PROVIDING ME with this generous

member of the Chess Club, Math

scholarship. The Stamps Scholarship has provided me many

Club, and the Association of

opportunities already and will continue to do so until

Commuter Students. I plan on

my graduation. The scholarship has saved my family a

studying abroad in Europe in the

significant amount of money by covering my tuition at the

near future. I am also going to

University of Miami. Furthermore, the stipend that comes

start working in a Biophysics lab with one of my current professors.

with the scholarship has allowed me to seek a research

After graduating, I hope to attend Graduate School for either Physics

position starting next semester in a Biophysics lab and will

or Math. Depending on what I end up enjoying more, I may seek a job

allow me to study abroad in the future. The scholarship has also

as a professor for Physics or Math at a university, or potentially look

provided me a way to meet scholars at the University of Miami and

to work for NASA.

connect with other scholars around the nation. I look forward to attending a convention in the
future as well.
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Gururaj
Shriram

G

rowing up in Florida, I embraced the ’Cane culture:
everywhere I went, I would see the symbolic orange and

green vibrant colors and photos of Sebastian
the Ibis. At a very young age, even though I was
tentative as to which fields to enter, I always
knew that I wanted to go to the University of
Miami for its academic prowess as well as
its beautiful collegiate atmosphere. I am
currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science in
Computer Science degree, minoring in Math,
and possibly majoring and minoring in other. Further,
I am involved in an internship where I am assisting Dr. Andrew Dean
with a module in OpenEpi, an open-source project in epidemiologic
computing, used for analyzing data. I am also currently an Honors

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Stamps,

Cyber Intern with the FBI, where I assist various squads with cyber

I JUST WANT TO EXPRESS my utmost gratitude to the Stamps Family Charitable Foundation for

related tasks. Ultimately, I aspire to become a software entrepreneur

its generous contribution towards my education. This scholarship grants me the opportunity to

and contribute to the revolution of the technological age.

attend an excellent university, and it gives me the foundation

With the Stamps Foundation’s networking tools and
enrichment fund, I would be able to conduct research
at a multitude of internships and explore various fields
to further my intellectuality.

necessary to succeed. With the Stamps Foundation’s
networking tools and enrichment fund, I would be able
to conduct research at a multitude of internships and
explore various fields to further my intellectuality.
I yearn to achieve and give back to the community,
just as the Stamps scholarship has assisted me.
Sincerely,
Gururaj Shriram
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Riva
Trivedi

To the Stamps Family Charitable Foundation:
THE STAMPS LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP at the University of Miami has allowed me to do what
I couldn’t have done anywhere else - pursue both my passions of business and the life sciences.
For that, I cannot be more grateful. The opportunities with which the Stamps Scholarship has
privileged me allows me to explore both fields by participating in internships in the intersection

T

of the business and life sciences fields.

he reason I chose to attend the University of Miami was the

based start up company in Chicago last summer, had a fabulous time

Stamps Leadership Scholarship. Because of this scholarship

studying abroad in Italy this summer, and am currently interning at a
Private Equity firm in downtown Miami. I was just extended

I worked on projects and reports used for strategic

that came with it, I am able to triple major in Finance, Legal

an offer to be an investment banking summer analyst at

business planning and operations by the Dean’s

Studies, and Health Sector Management and Policy as

RBC Capital Markets and have another interview superday

executive board. This really gave me an inside look on

well as minor in Microbiology and Immunology. I am so

with Goldman Sachs in the coming weeks. I hope to do

the business management, operations, and financing

the life science and business industries.
I am currently the President of the Hyperion

skills to the healthcare industry.

a position that directly combined both of my passions.
Not only that, but the summer after my freshman year I

driven pro-bono consulting group in the School

in Chicago called Urban Leash due to the enrichment funds

of Business

from the Stamps Scholarship. This was an incredible experience as I was able to make a direct

Administration. I am also involved

impact on a very new company at the time - the clientele of the company actually doubled during

with the Dean’s Undergraduate

my time there through the various projects and initiatives I worked on. This past summer I was

Advisory Board, competitive

also able to use my enrichment funds to study abroad in Italy for one month. It was a once in

Model United Nations debate

a lifetime experience that really pushed my boundaries and made me grow as a person being

team, competitive UJhoom

exposed to a completely different culture with a group of people I had never met before.

Bollywood-Fusion dance team,
Student Managed Investment
Fund, and Peer Counseling
program. It was also an honor to

Kappa national honor societies.
From interning my freshman year in the finance department
of UM’s Miller Medical School, I went on to intern at a technology

Stamps Leadership Scholars
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2017, after which I eventually wish to take my finance

behind medical research, and allowed me to work in

was able to intern at a technology based start up company

have been recently tapped into both Mortar Board and Omicron Delta

Stamps Scholars 2015-2016

investment banking my first few years after graduating in

Council, which is a corporate social responsibility

This scholarship ensures that we are
not just sitting and learning in the
classroom, but rather we are getting
out and exploring new areas handson, giving back to the world in all
kinds of ways, and finding our niche,
however unique it may be.

n

department of UM’s Miller School of Medicine, where

and the acceptance to the Foote Fellow program at UMiami

fortunate to be able to pursue both of my passions in
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During my freshman year, I interned in the Finance

University of Miami

Not only that, but attending concerts such as Miami Grands, and volunteering with the
RJ Dunlap Marine Conservation program to go shark tagging were
incredibly unique experiences I only could have done because of the
Stamps scholarship program. This scholarship ensures that we
are not just sitting and learning in the classroom, but rather
we are getting out and exploring new areas hands-on, giving
back to the world in all kinds of ways, and finding our niche,
however unique it may be. I will be forever grateful and
honored to be a Stamps Scholar.
Sincerely,
Riva Trivedi
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Thomas
Woodrey

T

homas Woodrey graduated from the University of MIami

among all starting pitchers. Woodrey helped lead the Hurricanes to

in 2016 with his B.B.A. majoring in Finance/

the 24th College World Series berth in program history in 2015 as one

Health Sector Management & Policy and received

of Miami’s weekend starters.
Thomas is currently enrolled at Florida State University and

ACC All-Academic Honors.
During his senior year, Thomas Woodrey

is pursuing his M.B.A.

was among the ten NCAA baseball studentathletes selected Tuesday as finalists for the
Senior CLASS Award. An acronym for Celebrating
Loyalty and Achievement for Staying in School®, the
Senior CLASS Award focuses on the total student-athlete
and encourages students to use their platform in athletics to make a
positive impact as leaders in their communities.
As a double major in both finance and health sector management

My family, coaches, and I personally
thank you for helping make my
experience as a baseball studentathlete a memorable one on and
off the field.

and policy in the Miami School
of Business, Woodrey made
the Athletic Department’s Book

Dear Mr. and Mrs Stamps,

Buster honor roll (3.0) six times,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT of the University

the Athletic Director’s honor roll

of Miami, our Athletics department and specifically our

(3.2) six times, the Dean’s List

baseball program. The E. Roe Stamps Baseball Pitcher

(3.5) twice and the Provost’s

Endowed Scholarship provides valuable scholarship

honor roll (3.75) once. He was also named to the 2014 ACC All-

support for our baseball team in perpetuity. My family,

Academic Team.

coaches, and I personally thank you for helping

Woodrey, a four-year contributor for the Hurricanes on the mound,

make my experience as a baseball student-athlete a

has a career record of 19-5. He was a second-team All-ACC selection

memorable one on and off the field. I have benefited

in 2015, when he recorded a 7-2 record, and a 2.88 ERA - the lowest

tremendously from my time as a student-athlete and
this has prepared me for life after baseball.
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Sabrina
Xiao

M

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Stamps,
THANK YOU FOR THIS INCREDIBLE SCHOLARSHIP. Words
cannot express my gratitude for your generosity. Education
is expensive and this scholarship relieved all of the
anxiety I had about paying for college. With two
sisters, and my plan to pursue medical school, this

y name is Sabrina Xiao and I am a sophomore

continue to work in bringing awareness to the importance

attending the University of Miami. I chose this

university for a plethora of reasons. It is a well-rounded
research institution, with an equally strong academic and
athletic record. Another huge draw of this university is the

scholarship helped tremendously in alleviating

of mental health directly within the community. I want

financial strain on my parents. This scholarship has

to specifically work the veterans, hopefully obtaining

impacted me in countless ways, but perhaps most

an internship or shadowing opportunity within the VA System
sometime in my future. During my career as a doctor, I would want

importantly, it has inspired me to be as altruistic in
life as possible. I hope that one day I can influence

rich diversity. I have had the pleasure of meeting people

to also engage in the political sphere of the world, with the goal of

society as positively as this scholarship influences

from various backgrounds, not only creating invaluable

providing veterans with more mental health coverage within their

hundreds of young adults every year. It has confirmed the

connections with fellow ‘Canes, but also constantly learning

healthcare.

notion in my mind that helping others is definitively what I want to do with my life.

more about the world. When I first visited the school, my favorite

This scholarship has opened up a whole new world of opportunities for me. The stipend

aspect of the school was seeing “’Canes Care for ‘Canes” posters up

allows me to explore so many options that previously seemed impossible; study abroad, unpaid

everywhere. Miami makes a conscious effort to create and maintain

internships, and overseas mission trips are all on my radar now. For this summer, I am looking

a friendly environment where students are encouraged to help one

into summer programs at various institutions in the United Kingdom. The Stamps scholarship

another, an initiative that I found unique to this university. And

has also broadened my horizons by linking me with so many other impressive young men and

of course, how could I say no to attending a university where it’s

women, who inspire me to push myself more and more every day. The opportunity to attend the
Stamps Convention last year was incredible and inspiring.

summer all year round?
I am currently majoring in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

I can honestly say that being granted
the Stamps Scholarship was the
happiest moment of my life.

on the pre-medicine track and
minoring in Political Science. My
involvement on campus includes
being the Outreach Programing
Chair of Counseling Outreach Peer

Education and the Historian of the Honors Student Association. I also
am a member of the Rathskeller Advisory Board and a CaneBuddy

Hearing about what my peers were achieving at various
universities gave me ideas of how I could better
utilize my time and enhance my undergraduate
experience. Thank you so much for this
scholarship that has changed my life forever.
Best regards,
Sabrina Xiao

Mentor. My career goals include attending medical school and
specializing in psychiatry. Throughout this time, I also hope to

Stamps Leadership Scholars
96

n

Stamps Scholars 2015-2016

n

University of Miami

Stamps Family Charitable Foundation

n

University of Miami

n

97

Kristiana
Yao

A

fter realizing that I wanted to combine my interests in
health, policy, and advocacy, I began searching universities

I am now President of the Student Health Advisory Committee,
where I organize health initiatives across campus. This fall semester,

with undergraduate programs in public health. The

I also founded and managed the Tailgate Water Access Initiative,

University of Miami stood out for its work with the

which included funding, logistics, staffing, and Greek life

community through El Centro, and I was also
attracted by the administration’s vocal support
for interdisciplinary studies. I began to consider

partnerships. Furthermore, I became certified as a Peer Health
Educator through the BACCHUS network.
I continue to enjoy research through the School of Nursing and

Miami more seriously after speaking at length with a current

Health Studies with Associate Dean Dr. Hooshmand as well as

Stamps Scholar, who explained the many opportunities

through the School of Business with Dr. Alonso. This past semester, I

available on campus. The scholarship itself settled my decision as

interned with the Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade.

Miami suddenly became the most affordable school on my list which
would allow me to pursue public health.
Currently, I am a sophomore here at Miami pursuing a crossschool double-major in Public Health and Health Sector Management
and Policy. I decided to pursue a second major in business after

The scholarship has not only made
attending the University of Miami
possible but enriched my academic
and extracurricular experience.

an internship experience this past
summer with the Kane County Health
Department, where I realized that

Other past activities include Young and College Democrats, the
Office of Civic and Community Engagement’s Campus Democracy
Project, the IMPACT Leadership Retreat, and Alternative Breaks.

To the Stamps Family Charitable Foundation:
AS MY UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION nears its halfway point, I am increasingly grateful for the
continuous support of the Stamps Scholarship. The scholarship has not only made attending
the University of Miami possible but enriched my academic and extracurricular experience.
Networking opportunities, improved access to resources, and special events are among the many
benefits of the scholarship that have helped me succeed at the U.
I was especially thankful the scholarship enrichment funds this past summer, which enabled
me to accept an internship with the Health Insurance Marketplaces. Immersion within one of
the fastest-moving branches of the Department of Health and Human Services reaffirmed my

an administrative knowledge of

professional aspirations and strengthened my analytical skills. I look forward to pursuing more

communications, finance, marketing,

work experiences in health policy.

and operations would greatly support

Seeing my friends at other institutions struggle to balance

my abilities as a public health professional. My current aspiration

academics and working off school and living expenses

is to work in a federal government health agency. This goal was

underscores my appreciation for the scholarship. I remain

underscored by a phenomenal internship working on issuer and plan

committed to doing my best to pay forward the social good

policy for the Health Insurance Marketplaces this past summer.

of this gift.
Thank you again for your generosity.
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Jacob
Yomtoob

I

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stamps,
THANK YOU STAMPS FAMILY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION!
The Stamps Scholarship has provided me with an
incredible four years at the University of Miami and
opened the door to many opportunities. In my fourth
year at UM I have continued my pre-medicine studies

chose to attend the University of Miami because UM

research in the lab of Dr. Damien Pearse at the Miller School

offers a highly regarded pre-medical curriculum with

of Medicine. I also served on a medical brigade to Panama

in biochemistry and neuroscience. This semester
as Co-President for University of Miami Alternative

to help provide medical care, resources, and medical

Breaks, an entirely student-run organization, I have

nearby hospitals while also providing a wide variety of

education to a rural community. The most recent

been working diligently to provide quality fall and

extracurricular activities especially in community service.

honors that I have received are the Beyond the

spring break community service programs for University

The Stamps Scholarship encouraged my decision as I knew

Book Summer Research Award, President’s Honor

of Miami students. Over the past four years, the Stamps

ample opportunities for research and observation in

that as a Stamps Scholar I would form many meaningful

Roll, and Phi Beta Kappa.

Family Charitable Foundation supported my participation in

connections with like-minded scholars from around the U.S.

three spring break service trips, and service as site leader for two of them. In the past year at UM

and also be able to plan and carryout enrichment experiences.

I also served as a Big Brother to a Miami middle school student, a Best Buddy to a community

I am majoring in Neuroscience and Biochemistry while

member with developmental disabilities, and a site leader for an alternative spring break trip to

minoring in Math, Chemistry, and Public Health. I am currently

a camp for children with developmental disabilities. Last summer I also had the opportunity to

applying to medical school and after graduation I am planning to

serve on a medical and dental brigade to an underserved community in Panama. I am grateful for

pursue an MD. Though I do not yet know where I will attend next year,

the Stamps Scholarship allowing me all of these opportunities and I cannot imagine what my

The Stamps Scholarship has not
only supported me in my interests
throughout the academic year, but
also allowed me to spend summers
working on cutting edge biochemical
and neuroscience research.

I have already been accepted into
a couple of medical schools.
On campus in Miami, I
am serving as Co-President of
University of Miami Alternative
Breaks and on the executive
board for Best Buddies. I am
also involved in Big Brothers
Big Sisters and President’s 100.

Last year for Alternative Breaks I was a site leader, leading a trip to
Camp Camp in Center Point, Texas to serve at a camp for children with
developmental disabilities. Last summer I conducted neuroscience

educational experience would be like without it. The Stamps Scholarship has not only supported
me in my interests throughout the academic year, but also allowed
me to spend summers working on cutting edge biochemical
and neuroscience research. In the upcoming spring
semester I am planning to continue my biochemical
and neuroscience studies and research and finish
the medical school application process. The
Stamps Scholarship has provided the support
for a challenging and motivating four years at
UM and set a strong foundation for a vocation
of life-long learning and serving others
through medicine.
Sincerely,
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Thank You

