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From Deep Roots, A Driving Passion
GEORGE MCKIM BARLEY had a legendary zest for
life, especially life outdoors. The Harvard-educated
seventh-generation Floridian hunted grouse in
Scotland and went on ski trips in the Alps. His most
beloved pastime was fishing in the Florida Keys.
In the 1980s, Barley and his wife, Mary, who often
joined him on fishing trips, watched in horror as
Florida Bay—the vast, teeming waterway at the
southernmost tip of the Florida peninsula—was
overrun with green algae. It was an environmental
catastrophe mired in human negligence.

Dedicating his prodigious energy and intelligence
to saving the ailing Everglades and its endangered
estuary, Barley became an influential champion
of the “River of Grass.” His vigorous efforts laid
the groundwork for the founding in 1995 of The
Everglades Foundation with his close friend
and fellow fishing aficionado, businessman and
philanthropist Paul Tudor Jones II.
After Barley passed away, Mary Barley, Tudor
Jones, and legendary environmentalist
Nathaniel “Nat” Reed devoted themselves to
fulfilling Barley’s galvanizing quest to preserve
the Everglades. Tudor Jones, chairman and
chief executive officer of the Tudor Group of
companies, served for six years as chairman

of the board of The Everglades Foundation.
Continuously and deeply involved in the
Foundation since its earliest days, he has been
widely recognized for his generous and eloquent
commitment to Everglades restoration efforts.
The Everglades Foundation today vividly
reflects the vision of its founding leadership,
the guidance and generosity of its board over
more than 20 years, and the stellar contributions
of its science and administrative staff, community
partners, and grassroots champions. All have
shaped this unique organization—and serve as
an enduring tribute to its original founder and
mentor: George McKim Barley.

“The Everglades Foundation is in a race
against time to save the River of Grass.
Everyone associated with this organization
has taken a pledge to commit their energies
to protect this unique jewel and give it a
chance to replenish and rejuvenate.”
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United in an Urgent Cause
WATER COMPOSES MORE THAN HALF of our
body tissues. It is our most basic need for survival.
A significant portion of our nutrition derives from
the abundance of life found within water. We are
drawn to water not only for sustenance, but for
recreation and renewal of our spirit.
But water resources around the globe are in
crisis. They are being poisoned by pollution and
suffocated by dams, dikes, and canals that distort
water’s natural flow. Florida’s Everglades has
suffered more than its share of environmental
insults, jeopardizing not only its fragile ecosystem
but the water supply on which millions of Florida
residents and visitors rely.

The Everglades Foundation
is the only national
organization expressly
dedicated to leveraging

The Everglades Foundation is the only national
organization expressly dedicated to fostering
and leveraging scientific inquiry and insights to
restore and preserve the Everglades. This mission
informs each and every one of the Foundation’s
initiatives, from opening the eyes of young
South Floridians to the wonders of this unique
ecosystem to challenging ambitious technology
innovators around the world to join the cause

Erik Unger

of restoring the Everglades and hundreds of other
embattled waterways.
Thank you for your partnership and support as
we redouble our efforts to save the Everglades.
Together, we will turn the tide and ensure its survival
and sustainability for generations to come.
Sincerely,

Marshall Field V
Chairman of the Board

scientific inquiry and
insights to restore and

preserve the Everglades.
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Saving The Everglades
THE EVERGLADES FOUNDATION is a renowned and respected
force for Everglades restoration. Through scientific expertise,
environmental leadership, advocacy, communication, and education,
The Everglades Foundation works to improve the state’s water
management practices, minimize pollution, and increase awareness,
understanding, and protection of the entire Everglades ecosystem.

Our Mission
Through the advancement of
scientifically sound and achievable
solutions, The Everglades Foundation

Our extraordinary effectiveness reflects our enthusiastic embrace of
our mission and the support we receive from partners, board, staff,
peers, and citizens who believe, as we do, that we can correct the
mistakes of the past.
.

seeks to protect and restore America’s

The Everglades Foundation:

restoration issues.

• Conducts and supports research to increase understanding of the
Everglades and guide policy recommendations

Our Vision

What We Do

• Advocates with government officials and monitors legislation and
actions that affect the Everglades
• Communicates with the public to enhance awareness of
Everglades restoration goals and encourage grassroots stewardship
• Educates young people about the importance of protecting the
Everglades in collaboration with area schools and teachers
• Advances the work of young investigators pursuing innovative
approaches to preserving the Everglades ecosystem

Everglades and to serve as an
honest and credible resource to help
guide decision-making on complex

The Everglades and its estuaries will be
restored to a natural state that allows
clean water to
flow through and restore the ecosystem while
providing a reliable water supply for the people
of Florida.

• Provides grants and builds coalitions among like-minded
organizations to advance and coordinate Everglades-focused
education, research, and outreach programs
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An Ecosystem Under Siege
THE EVERGLADES are constantly buffeted by
natural forces: dry and wet seasons, fire strikes
and floods, tropical storms and hurricanes. The
ecosystem recovers quickly and ultimately benefits
from these meteorological upheavals. But the
Everglades have not been able to weather the
systematic destruction wrought by man.

A Time for Bold Action
TODAY THE EVERGLADES FOUNDATION is
focusing strongly on the Everglades Agricultural
Area (EAA) south of Lake Okeechobee.

Over the past 100 years, about 2,000 miles of canals,
dams, and levees have been built throughout
the Everglades, diverting historic water flows and
disrupting natural rhythms.
Hundreds of housing developments squeeze the
Everglades from both coasts. Agricultural runoff
spawns deadly algae blooms. Invasive species
strangle out native flora and fauna.
The Everglades is such a unique resource that
it has been named a World Heritage Site and
an International Biosphere Reserve. But these
designations have not reversed the damage it has

sustained. As stakeholders argue and restoration
initiatives stall, the very
survival of the
Everglades and
Florida Bay hangs
in the balance.

The EAA Reservoir will provide
water to stabilize the supply
and flow of clean water
through the Everglades
and into the Florida
Keys while ensuring access to fresh
water for millions of Floridians. The reservoir plan
complements the work already being done in other
areas of the ecosystem to restore water flow and
support more natural movement and proliferation
of plants and wildlife.

Everglades Facts at a Glance

73 threatened or

1.7 billion gallons of

50% of the original

80% of the natural flow

endangered species

freshwater is lost from

Everglades ecosystem

of water has been lost to

live in the Everglades.

the Everglades each day.

is gone.

agricultural and urban
development.
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A Singular Focus
on Science
THE SCALE AND DIVERSITY OF THE EVERGLADES are nearly
matched by the vast and varied swirl of questions arising from
efforts to understand, restore, and protect it. Authoritative scientific
knowledge, continually updated with real-time data, is our single
most powerful tool to inform decision-making, identify cost-effective
solutions, and chart an effective path forward.
Hydrology—the study of water’s movement across the land—guides
efforts to capture water and store water after peak rainfall to ensure a
consistent supply of clean water for the entire Everglades ecosystem.

“Part of what we do at The Everglades
Foundation is discover how the

Ecological research at The Everglades Foundation examines the
impacts of multiple human interventions on plant and animal life in
the Everglades.

Everglades works, convert that to

In addition to conducting their own studies, Foundation scientists
such as Chief Scientist Melodie Naja (below) and Wetland
Ecologist Stephen Davis (below right) serve as technical sources
for the environmental community, offer expert testimony in
legal proceedings and public hearings, and provide educational
opportunities for environmental partners.

scenarios to help decide what can

mathematics, and then program it on
a computer. We then run ‘what-if…’
and should be done to restore
the Everglades.”
Thomas Van Lent, Ph.D.,
Vice President of Programs

Solutions Within Uncertainty
Today’s environmental scientists grapple with
far greater levels of complexity than their
predecessors. Millions of data points on land use
patterns, invasive species introduction, climate
change, and other variables are now factors in
natural resource decision-making along timelines
that can range up to half a century.
Through leadership in initiatives such as the
U.S. Department of the Interior’s SERES
(Synthesis of Everglades Restoration and
Ecosystem Services) Project, The Everglades
Foundation provides expertise and oversight
in “crunching the numbers” to aggregate data
gleaned from hundreds of studies on every aspect
of the Everglades ecosystem.
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Empowering
Restoration Efforts
THE EVERGLADES FOUNDATION makes robust use of our rich
network of stakeholder relationships to implement and accelerate
real progress.
To bridge the gap between research and implementation, the
Foundation awards some $1.2 million in grants each year to more
than 17 partner organizations in environmental protection, business,
and recreation. These grants foster specific projects in policy
development, coalition building, outreach and communication,
and education.
These partner organizations are invited to serve on the Foundation’s
Environmental Advisory Council. Council members are in constant
communication to share information, set priorities, and develop
collaborative initiatives geared toward Everglades restoration.

The Foundation
awards some $1.2
million in grants

Engagement through Awareness
IT HAS BEEN PROVEN time and again: Learning
more about the Everglades tends to ignite a
passion to preserve this unique and irreplaceable
wilderness. To inform our constituencies and
inspire new citizen champions for the River of
Grass, The Everglades Foundation makes full use
of communication techniques ranging from social
media to special guided tours of the wilderness.

Website Resources

Our website (evergladesfoundation.org) features
resources such as up-to-the-minute legislative
bulletins, action items, downloadable newsletters
and reports, and concise guides to complex
Everglades restoration issues.
.

Follow Us Online

Stay up to date on our activities
and achievements at:
/evergladesfoundation
@evergfoundation
@evergladesfoundation
/evergladesfoundation

Learning more about the Everglades
tends to ignite a passion to preserve
this unique and irreplaceable wilderness.

each year to more than
17 partner organizations.

Exploring the River of Grass
There’s no better way to understand the
Everglades than to see it up close and
personal. The Everglades Foundation
coordinates educational tours to Everglades
locations including Lake Okeechobee, the
Wakodahatchee Wetlands, Cape Sable,
Florida Bay, Shark Valley, Corkscrew Swamp,
and Big Cypress National Preserve. From
serene sawgrass prairies to the towering
majesty of the cypress dome, guests enjoy
enlightening experiences, explore rarely
visited areas, and return with a deepened
appreciation of the Everglades.
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Advancing Understanding
TO INCREASE SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING
of the Everglades and quantify the benefits of
Everglades restoration, The Everglades Foundation
supports innovative research by full-time graduate
students.

Inspiring Youthful Champions

ForEverglades research scholarships and
fellowships are open to students pursuing degrees
in relevant areas such as earth sciences, biological
sciences, engineering, geography, and economics.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH Florida Atlantic University’s Pine Jog
Environmental Education Center, The Everglades Foundation has
developed an array of educational resources and initiatives to inform
and inspire the next generation of conservationists and scientists.

FIU and FAU graduate students are offered
by The Everglades Foundation in partnership
with Florida International University and Florida
Atlantic University’s Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institute.
Environmental law and public policy internships
and mentorships are awarded to two University
of Florida law school graduate fellows each year

The Everglades Literacy Conceptual Framework and K-12
Curriculum comprise free lessons and resources to help teachers
instill understanding of the Everglades in their classrooms.

Nick Oehm

through the E. Thom Rumberger Everglades
Foundation Fellowship Program.

The Everglades Champion School Recognition Program
encourages schools to adopt Everglades-oriented curricula, projects,
and practices as core components of their school culture.
The Everglades Foundation also offers educational grants to
community organizations working to promote environmental
literacy.

Nick Oehm

Paying It Forward
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Creative Crusader
Christopher Ramos (left, with CEO Eric Eikenberg) was so inspired
by the Everglades Literacy Program that he organized a Shark

The young recipients of ForEverglades scholarships and fellowships are using this philanthropic support of their

Valley bike ride in 2015 with his Boy Scout troop, raising nearly

research to make significant contributions to Everglades restoration efforts. For example, FIU ForEverglades

$4,000 and winning him and his father an invitation to stand next

scholar Sean Charles (top and above right) used cutting-edge technologies to examine the impact of sea level

to President Barack Obama when he visited the Everglades on

rise on inland mangroves. By “paying it forward” through education and outreach activities, these dedicated

Earth Day 2015. Chris is continuing his quest to save the Everglades

students inform and empower future restoration efforts.

through his own website and social media page.
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The George Barley Water Prize
ACROSS THE GLOBE, water resources are in such
danger that the World Economic Forum has named
water crisis the leading global risk of the decade.
Among the most urgent issues is the growing
prevalence of algal blooms—oxygen-starved dead
zones caused by agricultural runoff and sewage—
in vital waterways in all 50 states and on every
continent.

A High-Return Investment
A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY conducted by
Mather Economics evaluates the significant
economic benefits that would flow from restoration
of the Everglades. They include:

In Florida, toxic algae blooms have plagued Lake
Okeechobee, killing fish, choking freshwater
supplies, and damaging regional economies.
Removal of phosphorus and algae from fresh water
with currently available technologies is a timeconsuming and expensive process.

Improved water quality would lower energy costs
of desalinating brackish groundwater and could
raise real estate values by up to 7 percent.
Enhancing the environmental quality of the
Everglades will boost regional tourism.
Larger fishing catches could net combined annual
returns of nearly $115 million in commercial and
recreational fishing.
Improvements in wildlife habitat could increase
annual hunting revenues by $400 million.
Expanded employment would ultimately include
more than 450,000 new jobs in restoration, tourism,
transportation, and construction.

Keeping Florida Bay Benefits Flowing

A recent study by Andrew Stainback, an economist
with The Everglades Foundation, concluded that
Florida Bay and its ecosystem provide more than
$15 billion in economic benefits to the region and
state. These benefits, however, rely on sufficient
freshwater flows into the bay. Without restoration
of Florida Bay, all of these economic benefits are
at risk.

The Mather study concludes that
for every dollar invested in Everglades
restoration, $4 are generated
in economic benefits.
Restoration Economic Gains by Sector
40
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35
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28%

In 2016 The Everglades Foundation partnered with
the Knight Foundation, The Scotts MiracleGro
Foundation, individual donors, and other
organizations to take up a grand challenge: the
$10 Million George Barley Water Prize. The
largest cash award ever offered in the field of
water stewardship, the Barley Prize invites bright
minds and bold thinkers to create an innovative
technology that can cost-effectively remove
phosphorus from both warm and cold waters.

to the pristine waters of our planet.”
Eric Eikenberg, Chief Executive Officer

Ultimately, the solution that tests the best on a
large scale will receive the Grand Prize—and the
gratification of helping to vanquish one of the
world’s biggest environmental threats.
For more information and updates on the competition, please visit
BarleyPrize.com.
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GRAND PRIZE

3%

2/2019 – 11/2020

Reduced water purification and desalination costs

PILOT STAGE
5/2017 – 9/2018

Rise in real estate property values across 16 counties

STAGE 2
1/2017 – 11/2017

Enhanced fishing revenues due to improved water quality
Increase in recreational hunting
Open space offset of climate change impacts

STAGE 1
7/2016 – 1/2017

Total Prize Pool: $10,420,000
$10M WINNER SELECTED

Total Prize Pool: $800,000

4 FINALISTS CHOSEN

Total Prize Pool: $80,000

10 TEAMS ADVANCE

Total Prize Pool: $35,000

7/2016
Entries Accepted

The Everglades Foundation

until toxic algae is no longer a threat

27%

25

Rise in park visitors drawn by a healthier ecosystem
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“We are on a quest and won’t stop

3/2017
Awards Event

11/2017
Awards Event

9/2018
Awards Event

11/2020
Grand Prize
Awards Event
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Your Support Is Key
to Our Progress
EACH YEAR, hundreds of individuals and organizations make
substantial gifts to support The Everglades Foundation. Our lean
staff, highly focused mission, and board-supported administrative
costs allow us to use 100 percent of each donation to directly support
Everglades preservation and restoration initiatives. .
Foundations play a critical role in the success of The Everglades
Foundation. We work with private, corporate, and family
foundations to help align grants with priorities such as environmental
conservation and sustainability.
Corporate partners of The Everglades Foundation demonstrate
strong social responsibility. We can help you identify the best way to
meet your philanthropic and community relations objectives and to
recognize your generosity.
Planned giving opportunities for supporting our work are varied. Our
development team can help you customize a plan that reflects your
philanthropic wishes while meeting your family’s goals and needs.
Whatever your choice of how and how much to give, you’ll be
welcomed as a partner and friend of The Everglades Foundation.
You’ll receive our newsletter, regular electronic updates, and
invitations to special events ranging from customized tours to gala
celebrations. You’ll also gain the satisfaction of helping to save a truly
unique natural wonder and resource.
The Everglades Foundation is a non-profit, tax-exempt charitable organization under Section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Donations are tax deductible.
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The Everglades Foundation
18001 Old Cutler Road, Suite 625
Palmetto Bay, FL 33157
305-251-0001

Naples Office
10681 Airport Road, Suite 24
Naples, FL 34109
239-823-2517

www.evergladesfoundation.org
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